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Various historical, ethnohistorical, and cartographical evidence com­
bines with the archaeological data to suggest that during the seven­
teenth century there was a concentration of Iroquoian groups 

(tribes?) in the Niagara region that was unmatched elsewhere in contem­
pora.ry lroquoia. These sources indicate that several smaller and less well­
known Iroquoian groups shared the Niagara region with eastern ele­
ments of the Neutral a.nd Erie confederacies. Possibly the largest of these 
were the Massawomecks, who are still largely known only as a result of 
their having traded with the English settlers at Jamestown and St. Mary's 
Oty on Chesapeake Bay in the seventeenth century before they disap­
peared in 1634 (Pendergast 1991). Two other groups, the Antouhonorons 
and the Akhrakvaetonon, who are known by these names with several 
other spellings, were also located in the Niagara region. It has been sug­
gested that these Antouhonorons, who were the Huron's enemy attacked 
by Champlain in 1615, were known in Ne\'I France by their Iroquoian 
name Antouhonorons and to the English on Chesapeake Bay by their 
Algonquian name, Massawomecks (Pendergast 1991). The Akhrakvaeto­
nons on the Bourdon (?) map of ca. 1646 and the Kakouagoga on the 
Bemou map of ca. 1680, are believed to be synonyms for the J<ahk,..,as 
(Steckley 1985: 13) who also lived in this area. At present no archaeolog­
ical sites have been attributed to any of these obscure Iroquoians. The 
Wenro, yet another Iroquoian tribe in this region, has been placed in sev­
eral widely separated locations (White 1961: 29-50). Those who have 
identified the Wenro as an eastern element of the Neutral confederacy 
attribute several archaeological sites on the south shore of Lake Ontario 
in New York State between Oak Orchard Creek and the Niagara River 
to these people. 

As early as 1850, questions arose regarding the veracity of the concept 
that would create this uncharacteristically dense clustering of discrete 
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Iroquoian tribes in so small an area. Possibly it was in reality an accu­
mulation of names resulting from early chroniclers, having recorded 
various names for the same people as they had been reported by early 
travellers in the region (Turner 1850). Recently this possibility has been 
raised again by William Engelbrecht (pers. comm. October 1989). 

This paper examines the evidence available in several disciplines 
seeking to verify the identity of the Kahkwas, and to reconstruct, in gen­
eral terms, events that marked the terminal years of this still largely 
unknown group of Iroquoians, who were destroyed ca. 1640. 

EARLIEST DOCUMENTARY REFERENCES 

The earliest documentary reference to the Kahkwa occurs in the Jesuit 
Relation for 1640 under the synonym Akhrakuaerono11 (Thwaites JR 18: 
232-35). Subsequently they appear in the Relation for 1651-52 when their 
homeland is mentioned as Alrakwae (Thwaites JR 36: 141; 3'1: 111). In 1652 
they reappear as the Alrakwaeronnons (Thwaites JR 37: 105), in 1656 as the 
Takoulguelrronons (Thwaites JR 42: 197) and in 1660 as the Trakwaerronnons 
(Thwaites JR 45: 207). In the 1740s the.ir homeland appears as Trakwae 
(Potier 1920a: 662; Steckley 1985: 12). The significance of this synonymy 
and the context in which it occurs will be discussed later. 

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY CARTOGRAPHY 

Only four cartographers-Bemou, Franquelin, Coronelli, and Del1sle­
compiled maps or globes that indicate the location of the Kahkwas. All, 
save Franquelin, recorded their presence using the caption Kakouagoga. 
Franquelin erroneously recorded this as Rakouagega. None of these men 
had visited the Niagara region, but the first three mentioned-Bemou, 
Franquelin, and Coronelli-had had direct access to La Salle, or mem­
bers of his entourage either in Quebec or in Paris, who had visited the 
Niagara region. The Kakouagoga caption that appears on the De11sle 
manuscript map of ca. 1702 is attributed to Bemou by the Del1sles. 

The earliest maps with the caption Kakouagoga are two undated and 
unsigned manuscript maps which have been variously dated from 1680 
at the earliest, to 1686 at the latest. Since 1941 both these maps have been 
attributed to Abbe Claude Bemou (Delanglez 1941: 115; Heidenreich 
1980: 47-48). 1 On both these maps (Figs. 1 and 2) the Kakouagoga cap-

' Prior to 1941 the two undated maps in the Blblioth~ue du Servke hlstorique de la 
Marine (Pari.s) now attributed to Abbt! Oaude Bemou, ca. 1680, wett sometimes ref~rred 
to by making reference to Parkman (1869: 452) and Wmsor (1886 (4): 215, 217) as is evi· 
denced by Thwaites in his /<suit RNthnrs (21: 314). Photocopies of these maps are in the 
National Map Collection .• Public Archives of Canada, catalogued 1-13-902. Trigger (1976: 838) 
and White (19'18a: ~)included illustrations of th- Bemou maps in their works. Cordon 
\\>'right sp«u.lated thal thett are five maps depicting the Nillgara region, all dated ca. 1680 
(Wright 1963: 85). that may be attributed to Bernou. All of these have been examined, bul 
only those with the KakDWlgogv caption are ronsidettd hett. J. G . Henderson's advice that 
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Flcuiu: J. AbW O.tud• krnou't map PUit a . 1680 numbeml '14'19'. 
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FICUIU\ 2. AbW Claud• B•mou't map Parle ca. 1680 numb•ttd '1480'. 

tion2 appears o n the east shore of Lake Erie not far from the head of the 
Niagara River, in what is now Buffalo, New York. Both Bemou maps indi­
cate that the Kakouagoga were a "Nation detruite" (sic) by ca. 1680. 3 Jean­
Baptiste-Louis Franquelin's map Cartt dt la Louisillnt (1684) (Fig. 3), which 
possibly may predate the Bemou maps (Heidenreich peTS. comm. October 
1990), places the caption Rllkoua~ in much the same place Bemou had 

tM apion ~ appean only on the Bttnou and CoronoW maps (Hf'ndenon in 
Th~ /R 21: 314) .-.looks tho CoronoW gJobo gores (F"ig. 8), tho Oel1sle m1p ol co. 
1720 (Ag. 10) and tho misspelled ~ entry on the Franquelin map ol 1684 (Ag. 3). 

2 Both the Bttnou maps clearly I~ that tho •peWf18 is ~· The speWf1g 
~ on tho Franquelin map ol 1684 It bel.iewd to be 1 copylf18 enor. 

>~"'-Robert ~Iler de La Salle It usually credited with having been the primuy 
- for the Kakouagop Information lndlated on mntemporary 8emt'll, Franquelin, 
and CoroneW maps and gJobo gores. !Usibly La Salle obtained this information when, 
together with ~ DoUier de Casson and ~nl de Brehaut de Galin& he vi$iled tho 
Seneca and c:..yuga for• month late ln tho summer ol 1669 (Dupre 1966: Vl-75; Maunult 



AN IROQUOIAN NATION 99 

located the Kakouagoga. Those who would have the Bernou maps predate 
Franquelin's maps attribute Franquelin's spelling Rakouagega to a copying 
error of Kakouagoga. 

Subsequently commencing in 1688 Vincenzo Maria Coronelli4 placed 
th.e village symbol for the Kakouagoga on his maps Partie Occidentale du 
Canada (1688) (Fig. 4) and Partie Orimtale du Canada (1689) (Fig. 5) at the 
east end of Lake Erie in much the same location indicated by Bemou. 

1966: 127). Howrvet, Calinh eq>lalns that a>mmunlcation with IM 5eneQ, which ill this 
time WU lhJOUgh a Dutch lnterpmor. WU partkulatly difficult. lndffd. neithtt ol La 
Salle's swviving letters nor Cahntt's account (Coyne 1903: 21-39), mention IM Kahkw.os 
by this no.me or by any ol the known synonyms. !Wslbly Ool.ller and Callnee learned ol 
tM Kahlcwas from tM Neutrals when they~ &om Burlington Bay to I.alee Ett and 
spent lhe winter ol 1669-?0 on lhe Grand Rl-. B"t it Sttrns likely that lhe ~ 
became known•• a 1'<$Ult ol La Salles ecpeditlon In 16i8. /IJ. lhat time Oominiq"e La Motte 
du Luam. and Louis Hennepin became the fu'9l Europeans to eq>lore lhe Ni.gar. Ri""r 
when lhey made a re<.'Onn.tiMAn<• ol the area for La SaUe prior to hls arrival in December 
16iB. Betwttn December 1678 and September 1619 LaSalle had accns to th" Sen«a while 
lh4' ecpedition remained In lhe Nlesan region wh4're -ntttntho«ntwy cartographers 
loca!N Kalcou~, while he consuucted Fort Conly at the mouth ol the Niagllra Rivei:. 
and built his ship Griffon, obolie Ni.pro Falls to sail on Lalce Ett. During this period La 
Salle also negotiated with the Seneca regiardlng French plans to tttabllsh a mission among 
them. Bemou and Fronquelin could ha"" learned of the Kalcouogoga from La Salle when 
he retwned to Q..ebec In 1680, possibly earlier when he was at Fort Frontenac (Klngston, 
Ontario) °""r the period from January to July 1619. This might explain why earlier maps­
for instance the Sanson maps (1650, 1656), the Bressoni (?) map (1657), the Du Crewe map 
(1660), the Rossi map (1667), and the Sanson Heirs map (1669)-do not locate the Kakou· 
agoga. However, it ls surprising that Hennepin, having been in the Niagara region, his 
maps Nouwllt F112net (1683). No""""" F112ncio (1686). Tm Grvnd Pbis (1697), No""""" Mondt 
(1697), Amtri1>1 Stpttnlrionalt (1698), Newly Dl1a1t1trrd C.Ourrlry (1698) or on his Nnu \.\brld 
(1698) make no mention of the Kakouagoga . 

Nute's detailed account of AbW Bemou's relations with La Salle, including his having 
become La Salle's agent as early as 1619, deKribes their cl0f4' association (Nute 1943: 160-
61). La SaUe is known to have written to Bemou regarding his discoveries but unfortunately 
the portion of La Salle's letter describing his activities °""r the period 7 August 1619, to 
1 January 1680, is missing (Delangltt 1941: 56). "The missing part is known to ha"" in· 
eluded the VO)'-st' ol the 'Griffon• and probably other Information on the Niagllra Frontior 
since some descriptions ol th- °"""ts wett1 later Included In Bemou's Rtllltion dts dtscou· 
om.. ti dts 1"')'18" dt 5;,,.,, dt 1" S.tlt which was baM<I on La Salle's earlier letters" (De­
W>glez 1941: 56-57; White 1961: 47-48). Neither ol the La Salle lettors extant nor Bernou's 
relation mention lhe Kalcouagoga. Conrod Ht:idenreic:h's essay "Mapping IM Great Lalces" 
txomines the SOwttS for tM Information dtpk:ted by Btmou on hls maps and the roles 
~by La Salle, )ollld and Fronquelln In the compilation ol contemporory maps (Heiden­
reich 1980: 47-48). 

• Vincenzo Maria CoroMW (1650-1718), a \l!netlan and a member ol lhe Franc:iscAn 
Order ol Convenwol FriArs MU- the R«ollets, wu commlMloned by Loul5 XIV to con­
str\ICI two large world globes. eoch 481 centimeters (•ixlttn feet) in diametet. °""' the 
period August 1681 to December 1683. While he wu in Paris, CoroneW u.odated with the 
De Call~ERl>e RenaudOI R«ollecl poup, which gave him ready access to influential 
memben ol IM New Fnn<e mission hittan:hy, Including Al>W Oaude BernOll. All ol thnn 
"""'familiar with recent Information rete1'-ed &om the colony as• 1'<$Wl ol Talon's pn>­
gram to txplott IM western and eouthttn frontiert ol New France (Nute 1943: 202; H& 
dereich 1980: 47-48). Coronelli was presented with copies ol the 8tmou and Fnnq"elin 
maps and he dedicated both hls maps Pbrt1t Ocridtnta/L du CallJldJJ (1688) and Ptrrfir Orimlalt 
du Cmwd4 (1689) to Al>W Michel Antoine Baudnnd who was a leading member ol La Salle's 
cbde. His 1689 map reflected the results of La Salle's explorations between the Great LaU$ 
and the Mississippi River, and it Is entirely poe.slble that CoroneW met La Salk ~lletier 
1982: 72~; DUU and DUU 1984). 
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FICUU 3. Drawing of mnqutUtl't map 1684 taken from Franch ~s rtproduction. 

\ 

:Z:u l'' 
lla.u.i-9 U" 

~r'kil l 
cah"thor 
Iro9UDu 

nonta8" 

FlcuRE 4. Vln«nzo Maria Cot0ntlll'• map Arrtk Ocddtnt•I• "" c;.,,,,,. O• th"' No-/k 
Ft>otU, Paris 1688. 
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Only the caption Kakouagoga on the Partie Occidentale map includes the 
information that it was a "Nation destruite" which Bemou had noted ear­
liei:. but spelled differently, on both his maps. On the Partie Orientale map 
the caption is "Kakouagoga des lroquois:' On his map Partie Occidentale, 
Coronelli locates the "Nation du Loup" below the Kakouagoga caption 
with no indication, apart from their proximity on the map, that they 
are associated. 5 

The Kakouagoga caption occurs on three other Coronelli maps which 
are essentially copies of Partie Occidentale and Partit Orientalt. These are 
the America Sdtentrionalt map of 1688 (Fig. 6), the America Stptentrionale 
map of 1689 and the L'Amtrique Stptentrionalt map of 1689 (Fig. 7). The 
Kakouagoga caption also occurs on the gores for two of his globes; the 
1688 globe (P. CoroneUi 1688) and the 1695 globe (Fig. 8) (I<aufman 1989: 
36, map 13) which are virtually identical in this regard. All the Coronelli 
maps and all his globe gores but one, I.o Louisiana, place the Kakouagoga 
caption adjacent to a creek at the east end of Lake Erie which has been 
interpreted to be present-day Eighteen Mile Creek. The map La Louisiana 
of 1695 (Fig. 9), like both the Bemou maps, places the Kakouagoga cap­
tion at the head of the Niagara River closer to present-day Buffalo. 

There are other maps that include the Kakouagoga caption, but because 
they are wholly derived from the contemporary maps mentioned and 
provide no new information in this context, they have not been examined 
here. Typical of these is the nineteenth-century Baudmnd Map which is 
a composite map made by Pierre Margry prior to 1851 from the two 
Be:mou maps (Heidenreich 1980: 48). 

Early in the eighteenth century, ca. 1702, father and son Guillaume 
and Oaude Del'lsle included "plus'rs cartes de diverse endroits de 
Canada communiqu4!es par M. l'abb4! Bernou" to prepare a draft manu­
script map (Fig. 10) in the process of their compiling data for their famous 
map Carl du Canada (Gentilcore and Head 1984: 22). On this draft map 
the caption ''l<akouagoga nation detruite" (sic) appears again at the east 
end of Lake Erie near Eighteen Mile Creek. When Guillaume published 
the Cart du Canada in 1703 the Kakouagoga caption was not included, 
which suggests that some twenty-odd years after they were first men­
tioned by Bemou, the Kakouagoga were no longer significant in the 
affairs of New France. 

The use of these early maps to locate the Kakouagoga more precisely 
is severely limited by the distortion of the Niagara region which was 
largely unknown to the French in the seventeenth century and by the 
lack of a scale consistently applicable to the whole map. Nevertheless, 
the location of the Kakouagoga caption relative to a small stream at the 

>As lato as 17'1 jean Nicholas Bellln, a Fttnch canographe~ indicated on his map 
Cmtt dL /Jr l.mlisUIM th• "Vtla,ge des Loups" on lhe Ohio River in a loation south al the 
mid·point on the south shore ol LaU Erie, approximatoly. Wtlliam Noble (ptrs. romm. 
1990) has suggested thal the Kah.kwahs were the wolf clan of the Erit. John R. SwanlOn 
identified the "Loup" as Delaware (Swanton 1952: 48). 
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F'ICUR£ 7. Vln~n.zo MuLt Con>nelli's !Np L'A.mtriq11• ~ptvrtrionale, Paria 1689. 

I 
I 

\ 
I 

F'ICURE 8. v~nzo Mui& Con>n.Ui'• map 'Ibnstrio.1 Globe Gore, V.ni<e 1695. 
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flCUIU 9. Vl.n«!nzo Marb Corontlll'a map IA LoMhl•n•, Vvtloe 1695. 

flCUIU 10. Culllawnt Otl'ltlr'a draft of • map. Pula 1102. 
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FIGURE 11. Modern m~p showing a.rclieological sites mentioned (from While 1967 with 
modiftcotions). 

foot of Lake Erie and to the Seneca, whose locations at that time are well­
known archaeologically (Wray et al. 1987; 1991), is noteworthy. Both the 
Bemou maps ca. 1680 (Figs. 1and2) and three Coronelli maps, Rzrtie Occi­
dentale of 1688 (Fig. 4), Partie Orientale of 1689 (Fig. 5), and L'Ameriq11e Sep­
lentrionale also of 1689 (Fig. 7), place the Kakouagoga adjacent to and 
almost due west of the Seneca near the small creek which may be Eigh­
teen Mile Creek. Three other Coronelli maps; America Settentrionale of 
1688 (Fig. 6), America Settenlriona/e of 1687 (Fig. 7), and La Louisiana of 1695 
(Fig. 9); and both his 1688 and 1695 globe gores (Fig. 8) place Kakouagoga 
on the shore of Lake Erie adjacent to and almost due south of the Seneca. 
All of these locations place I<akouagoga near a Sm.all creek which may 
be interpreted to be Eighteen Mile Creek. The significance of these loca­
tions relative to the Seneca and Eighteen Mile Creek will become 
apparent later when Seneca traditions regarding the destruction of the 
Kahkwas and Marian White's archaeological investigations are discussed. 

At present this assemblage constitutes a deftnitive inventory of the 
instances in which the Kahkwas are mentioned in the seventeenth cen­
tury.6 They do not appear again in the literature until they are men-

' It is noteworthy that Fran~Js Gendron makes no mention of the Kakouagoga in his 
letter, which provides a detailed description of the Niagara region and portioru of Lake Erie 
as a result of his visit to the area over the period 1644-45 (Anon. 1868; Nadeau 1966: 328; 
Kirby 1980: 20). 
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tioned in colonial documents late in the eighteenth century and early in 
the nineteenth century. 

COLONIAi. DOCUMENTATION 

Documentation in the colonial era having a bearing on the Kahkwas 
is sparse and at present wholly associated with Seneca land claims and 
land-title transfers. In the earliest of these Joseph Brant wrote to Colonel 
Timothy Pickering in a letter dated 30th December 1794, regarding Picker­
ing's land-claim negotiations with the Seneca on behalf of the United 
States government. Significantly, Brant wrote: '~though all of the Five 
Nations have an equal right one with the other, the country having been 
obtained by their joint exertion in war with a powerful nation7 living 
southward from Buffalo Creek called Eries" (Silver 1923: S; Oark 1931: 
29; White 1971: 37n.6). 

Three years later on 15th September 1797 at Genesee in the County 
of Ontario, New York, a land transfer was recorded that has particular 
significance in a Kahkwa context. In thls instrument whlch deeded land 
from the Seneca to Robert Morris, Eighteen Mile Creek located at the east 
end of Lake Erie near present-day Hambwg, New Yock, some e.leven 
miles south of present-day Buffalo, is identified as T<oghquauga (U.S. Stat­
utes at Large 1846a(7): 602; Anon. 1889: 133; Silver 1923: 6; Henderson 
n.d.). Five yeazs later in a land transaction negotiated at Buffalo Creek 
on 30th June 1802, between the Seneca and Joseph Ellicott on behalf of 
the Holland Company, Eighteen Mile Creek is again identified as T<ogh­
quaw-gu (U.S. Statutes at Large 1846a(7): 71; Anon. 1889: 142). Later in 
1816 Major John Norton recorded the continued association of the name 
I<aghkwague with both the stream and the village on the stream. He wrote 
in his journal: "One of their [Erie] villages bore the na.me KRghkwague and 
the stream on whlch it was situated [Eighteen Mile Creek) is about fifteen 
miles to the Westward (sic) of Buffalo Creek and yet beazs its name" 
(Klinck and Talman 19?0: 206). 

THE SENECA-l<AHKWA WAR 

In 1827 David Cusick, a Tuscarora, first published his Ancient History 
of the Five Nations (Pechuman 1961: 4) in which he described an attack on 
the Senecas by the Brians. The Erians, who had crossed the Genesee 
River into Seneca territory from their homeland to the west between the 
Niagara and Genesee rivers, were defeated. As will become apparent, it 
is significant to note that they were not pursued by the Seneca. ln re­
taliation a large force of live thousand Five Nation Iroquois led by Shori­
howane (or Sorihowane), a Mohawk chief, attacked the Erie fort (village) 
I<auquatkay, "to extinguish the council lire of the enemy which was 

1 Dilworth M. Silver indicates that it was a " . . . nation formerly living •.. " (Silver 
1923: 15). 



AN IROQUOIAN NATION 107 

becoming dangerous to neighboring nations." When Shorihowane was 
killed peace ensued in which the Brians were left "in entire possession 
of the country" (Cusick 1848: 38-39). Once again the Erians were not 
pursued. 

The Seneca have an oral tradition, current to this day, that describes 
how they destroyed the Kahkwas. Benjamin Barton recounts in his Jour­
nals, which are estimated to date from the period 1795-1805, how the 
Koghquacigions (Kahkwas) from I<aughquaua Creek had challenged the 
Seneca to a wrestling match under rules that would have the losers 
beheaded. At fust the Seneca refused, but when goaded they agreed to 
participate. When the I<oghquacigians were vanquished they made war 
upon the Seneca to retrieve their honor (Barton n.d.; Snyderman 1948: 
34, 83 n. 22). ln 1881 Elias Johnson related a somewhat similar account 
in his Legends, Traditions and Laws of the Iroquois in which the contest was 
a ball game (lacrosse?) (Johnson 1881: 180-81; Schoolcraft 1846: 177). 

Sometime before 1841 Ha-yek-dyoh-kunh, Jacob Blacksnake, an Alle­
gany Seneca, related this tradition to Henry Schoolcraft in greater detail. 
He explained how the Seneca had destroyed the Kahkwas in battles that 
took place at Deosewa, present-day Buffalo, New York, and at Eighteen 
Mile Creek where the principal village of the Kahkwas was located. Black­
snake referred to the I<ahkwas as Gah-Gwah-ge-o-nuh. Schoolcraft recounted 
how Blacksnake told him that the war began in 1656 and continued for 
sixteen or seventeen years (1673) before the I<ahkwas were finally 
defeated, and being expelled from their homeland at the foot of Lake Erie 
retreated down the Allegheny River. Blacksnake also explained that, "the 
Seneca called them [the Erie) Gwagoneh from which the popular names 
Gagwa and Kahkwas were derived:' He too mentioned that Kaquatka was 
an Erie stronghold (Schoolcraft 1846: V6-9; 1855(6): 200-2; I<olb 1981: 24). 

The Draper Manuscripts on file with the State Historical Society of Wis­
consin in Madison include a paper "The I<ah-kwah War'' dated 15th Feb­
ruary 1850 which was compiled by Lyman C. Draper at Coldspring, Cat­
taraugus County, New York. This paper records an account by the 
Seneca Dah-gah-no-deh, 'The Single Mountain' (also known as William 
Patterson), who was Governor Blacksnake's son-in-law and had lived 
with him. In this paper ''The Single Mountain" recited a Seneca tradition 
that had been related to him by his mother's brother Jo-ah-e-sa (Con­
jockety), an aged Seneca chief, when /o-ah-e-sa was alleged to be over 
one hundred years old. Patterson is recorded as having related how the 
I<ah-kwas who lived on Eighteen Mile Creek, which was known to the 
Seneca as Gah-kwah-gig-a-ah 'the place where the Gah-kwahs live~ chal­
lenged the Senecas to a ball game. Having lost this game, the Kahkwas 
challenged the Seneca to another game. This too they lost. Then they 
challenged the Seneca to a footrace and then a wrestling match; the 
I<ahkwas were beaten in both. ln accordance with the rules of the contest 
agreed earlier, the I<ahkwas wrestler was beheaded. The Kahkwas 
insisted on a rematch under the same rules and again the I<ahkwa loser 
was beheaded. Although the Kahkwas had promised they would accept 
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their defeat gracefully and live in peace with the Seneca, later they 
attacked the Seneca. A see-saw battle ensued but eventually the Seneca 
prevailed and the Kahkwas were forced to retreat beyond the reach of the 
Seneca, some by canoe westward on Lake Erie, others on foot down the 
Allegheny River. Although the chief of the Seneca who participated in 
these sporting competitions was content to let matters rest, young 
Seneca reinforcements who had arrived too late for the battle insisted 
upon pursuing the Kahkwas both by canoe on Lake Erie and on foot. In 
the ensuing canoe battle on Lake Erie the Kahkwas killed or drowned 
all the Seneca. The Seneca party on foot were more successful. They 
caught up with the Kahkwas at the first island below Pittsburgh where 
they defeated the Kahkwas who had fled down the Ohio River. 8 Pat­
terson explained that the Kahkwas, who were also known to him as the 
E-ka-o-noh had once lived on Eighteen Mile Creek and in the area south 
of Lake Erie as far east as Cattaraugus Creek. 

ln his 1864 History of 811/falo William Ketchum suggested that all the 
Erie, not just the Kahkwas, had challenged the v.1hole of the Iroquoian 
Confederacy, not just the Seneca, and he attributes the ensuing Erie war 
with the Seneca to Erie jealousy of the rising power of the Five Nation 
Confederacy (Ketchum 1864(1): 6-12). 

NINETBENTH·CENTIJRY SCHOLARS 

The matter of the Kahkwas' identity was not raised again until 1846. At 
that time, as a result of Henry Schoolcraft's enumeration of the Iroquois 
at Buffalo Creek, Cattaraugus and Allegany, Schoolcraft learned that the 
Guandostaguer (Andaste) had at one time, " .. . occupied the area lying 
immediately west (sic) of the residence of the Neutre nation between the 
Niagara River and Buffalo Creek extend.ing to the heads of the Allegheny 
[River). They were, it is believed, called Kahkwas by the Seneca" (School­
craft 1853(3): 290-1). Schoolcraft went on to explain that "it is inferable 
from [David) Cusick [a nineteenth-century Tuscarora chief] and from the 
French missionary authors, that the Andastes or Kahkwas who were 
remote kindred blood, sympathized in the destruction of the Eries and 
Attiondarous (Neutrals) who gave them secret aid in the war" (School­
craft 1853(3): 290-91). But Schoolcraft vacillated regarding the identity he 

• Blatksnake's and Patterson's accounts of the Seneca war with the Kahkwas are 
remotely similar to Charles Gamier's description of a Neutral attack on the Seneca as he 
reloted it to Joseph Fran~ois l..aht."lu (Fenton and Moore 1'777 (2): 105). It is entirely possible 
that the •<counts by Gamier, Blacksnake, and Patterson describe a form of lroquoia.n war­
fare still largely overlooked whereby, initially at any rate, combat was conhned to cham­
pions or small groups of skilled competitors. The Jesuits describe sub~uent attacks on 
the Erie after the Kahkwas were destroyed (Thwaites JR 'ST: 105, 111). The Onondaga related 
in June 1654 how they planned to lead an army against the Erie (Thwaites JR 41: 75) and 
late in August or early in September 1654, some 1, 200 Onondagas (probably accompanied 
by 700 Mohawks) defeated the Erie, burning their villages and driving them from their 
homeland (Thwaites JR 45: 209). Snyderman would have the Seneca pursuit of the 
Kahkwas in canoes take pla<e on Buffalo Creek (Snyderman 1948:68). 
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attributed to the I<ahkwas. In his Notes on the Iroquois (1846, 1847) he 
explained that Cusick had told him that they were Squawkelrowes, a group 
affiliated with the Eries who were later absorbed by the Seneca9 (School­
craft 1846: 164, 287). Elsewhere in both the New York and Albany editions 
of this work he identified them as Eries (ibid.: V6, 214), and yet again 
in both these works he also identified the.mas Neutrals (ibid.: 213-14). 
The Buffalo Commercial Advertiser, a local paper, noted Schoolcraft's work 
and opined, " ... it is very probable that the Kah-Kwas and the Neutral 
Nation were identical" (Anon. 1846b). Later in his major work The Indian 
Tribes (1852-55) Schoolcraft initially identified the Kahkwas as Andaste 
(1853 (3): 290-91), then as Neutrals (1854 (4): 197). Cogently he suggested 
that while the Erie may have been, "called Erieons by the Wyandot 
(Huron/Petun) and Kahkwas by the Iroquois (Seneca], they may have had 
many other names" (1854 (4): 323). 

ln 1849 Orsamus Turner published his History of the Holland Purchase 
in which he suggested that an archaeological village site on Buffalo Creek 
was the location where, according to the Seneca tradition, the Seneca 
had destroyed the Kah-Kwahs (Turner 1849: 30). He makes no mention 
of a second battle, the battle on Eighteen Mile Creek described by Black­
snake. Turner does not identify the Kahkwahs, but he does quote the 
article published by a Buffalo newspaper in 1846 (op. cit.) which claimed 
the Kahkwas and the Neutral were identical (Turner 1849: 68). Presum­
ably he supported this identification. In his 1851 work Phelp's and 
Gorham's Purchase and Morris' Reserve Turner noted Father Le Mayne's 
account in August 1653, which related how a great Seneca chief had been 
killed in a battle with the Kahkwas and he recognized how "antiquar­
ians" had disputed the identification of the Kahkwas as Erie. Like Scholl­
craft had earlier, Turner suggested that "tribes were often known by 
diverse names in their own tongue as well as in different dialects:' Turner 
concluded that the Seneca had struggled for many years against, "the 
Allegan (sic), Erie, or Kah-Kwah" in their attempts "to extend the Long 
House of the League westward" (Turner 1850: 92-93). 

But it remained for Lewis H. Morgan's widely read League of the 
Iroquois, published in 1851, to open the full-scale debate on Kahkwa iden-

9 In his J\ndtnt HiJtory of the Six Notions (1848: 29) David Cusick stated that the 
"Senecas was (sic) at war with the Sqawkihows, a powerful tribe passed the banks (beyond 
to the west) of the Genesee River ... a remnant of the Sqawklhows were allowed to remain 
in the county and became vassals of the 6ve nations:• This was alleged to have taken plate 
"1000 years before Columbus discovered America" (ibid.). Beauchamp elaborated upon 
David Cusic:k's account, as it has been recounted to Beauchamp by Albert Cusick, to sug­
gest that " the Sqawklhows are supposed to have been the Indians living at Sqawkl Hill 
among the Seneca and were, perhaps, a remnant of the Eries" (Beauchamp 1892: 69). Later 
he suggested they may have been a remnant of the Kahkwas (Beauchamp 1922: 233). Ea.rlier 
Marshall had indicated that the Kah·kwas or Squawhlhows lived in Genesee (sic) County 
before the Erie (Marshall 1887: 404). In fact there is no evidence to associate the Sqawkey 
Hill Indians, the Sqawkihows, with the Kahkwas. It has been demonstrated that the name 
SqawkihD'llJ$ and its variants Sqwighkies and Sqwilth'8"S are derived from the Seneca name 
for the Fox Indians, haslcwdhkiluih, living among the Seneca. This in tum was derived from 
the Fox name for themselves, meskwohki.biki (Hunter 1956: 12- V; CaUender 19'18: 646). 
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tity which was to prevail over the remainder of the nineteenth century 
and to continue somewhat abated into the twentieth century. Morgan 
gave the Seneca name for Eighteen Mile Creek as Ta-nu'n-no-ga-o in his 
text and as Ga-gwa-go on his map, which he translated as, "the creek of 
the Cat nation:'10 He believed this creek to be the eastern limit of the 
Erie territory. He translated Ga-qua-ga-o-no Wa-a-gwen-ne-yeh, a village in 
Cattaraugus County, to mean, 'trail of the Eries'; presumably as an indi­
cation that it lay on a trail between the Seneca and the Erie (Morgan 1851: 
466). He was brst to associate the root Kilhkwa with the Erie Ga-qua-ga­
o-no (Wright 1974: 65). But later he wavered. Initially in 1868 he suggested 
that the l<ahkwas were a sub-tribe of Seneca (1868: 227) then by 1871 he 
suggested they were combined bands of the Eries and Neutrals (Morgan 
1871: 152). ti 

Several scholars joined the discussion following the publication of 
Morgan's League of the Iroquois. In 1864 William Ketchum stated that '1t 
is not possible that the Kaw-quawas, an alien tribe residing among the 
Seneca, were a remnant of the Neutral" (Ketchum 1864(1): 3). Presum­
ably he believed them to be Eries. Commencing in 1865 Orsamus H. M.ar­
shall made several suggestions regarding the Ka.hkwas.12 He explained: 
"It has been assumed by many writers that the Kah-kwas and the Eries 
were identical. This is not so. The latter according to the most reliable 
authorities lived south of the western (sic) extremity of Lake Erie until 
they were destroyed by the Iroquois in 1655. The Kah-kwas were exter­
minated by them as early as 1651" (Marshall 1865: 6 n.2; 1887: 278 n.2). 
He went on to explain that "the Attiwondaronk, or Neutral Nation [were) 

'°Morgan also noted that Caugwaga Creek, another creek In Erie County, is known as 
Ga-gwa"B", the 'creek of the Ca.t Nation' (Morgan 1851: 466). 

11 Morgan twice notes that Charlevoix assigned the name Jt-g6-sa-sa, 'Cat Nation: to 
both I.he Neutrals and the Erie (Morgan 1851: 41 note 1, 337 note 1). Hendenon later 
remarked in his letter to Thwaites that, " . .. it is certainly a curious coindd.ence, if nothing 
more, that the Neutrals too (in addition to the Erie) W<!re known to the Iroquois as /t-g6-
Sll•sa, the Cat Nation" (Hendenon n.d.: 315). Roy Wright has explalned that actually• literal 
translation of Jt-g6-sa-sa would be 'fat fa<:e' (pers. comm. Sept. 1990). Cordon Day suggt$ted 
(pers. comm. Sept. 1985) that while both nations may have been named after a 'cat' (Fel­
idae), they may have been named aher different species; for instance. the mountain lion 
or cougar (Felix concolor sp.) or the lynx or bobcat (lynx lynx sp.). Nonnan Carlson (p<!rs. 
comm. July 1991) has suggested there may be a connection between ]<-g6-sa-sa and Ge-so­
sa·sa, Seneca !or th.e "l'l>ace Queen" (P.uker 1926: 19) also known as 'l0gwio11t•, who sought 
to make pea<e between the Five Nations Iroquois and the Messissaugers (M;ssissaugas) 
and later, warned the KAuquotkay of the possibility of this war developing (Cuslck 1848: 38). 

12 In his Introduction to the published collection of his father's works, Charles D. Mar­
shall indicates Orsamus Marshall had used Nathaniel T. Strong. a Seneca; l'l>ter Wilson, 
a Cayuga.; White Seneca, the son of a white Seneca captive; Conjockety, a descendant 
of the Kahkwas sometimes known as the "Last Kahkwa," Blacksmith (sic), Ely Parker. 
Nichols H. Parker, M. B. Pierce, and Moses Stevenson as his informants (Marshall 1887: 
vii). Marshall explained in his '1ndex Ruurr" (sic) that the information indicating that the 
Kah-kwas had lived on Eighteen Mile Creek a.nd Iha.I the last battle with the Kah-kwas had 
been !ought east of the Genesee River as David Cusick had related, had been explained 
to him by White Senea. In!ormation that the Kah-kwas lived in two large towns-one at 
Whites Comers, the other to the west- had been te<leived &om Conjockety In June 1864. 
Blacksmith (sic) had advised Marshall that the Kahkwas W<!re called Cth-gwah-~+noh by 
the Senea (Marshall 1887: 404). 
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called Kah-kwas by the Seneca" (Marshall 1887: 278) and he translated 
Gah-gwah-g~-ga-aah and Gah-gwah-geh as "the residence of the Kah­
kwas" (Marshall 1865: 35; 1881: 35; 1887: 318). He also interpreted Ga-gwa­
gt-go-aah as "where the Kah-kjwas (sic) live" (Marshall 1865: 35; 1881: 35). 

Over the remainder of the nineteenth century several scholars contrib­
uted to Kahkwas literature, but in this context most of their works were 
derivative, adding little new to the discussion. George Gale believed 
Kahkwa was a synonym for the Erie (Gale 1867: 37). On the other hand 
Francis Parkman listed several Neutral synonyms with the explanation 
that, 'They, and not the Eries, were the Kahkwas of Seneca tradition" 
(Parkman 1867: xliv n.3). F. M. Ruttenber noted that the Iroquois had 
destroyed both the Gahkwas and the Eries. In a footnote he credited to 
Schoolcraft, he identified the Gahkwas and Kahkwas as Iroquois "who 
were supposed to be the same as the Eries, [but] by others they were sub­
sequently known as the Huron" (Ruttenber 1872: 52). Ab~ E. Schmitz 
presented a paper at the Second International Congress of Americanists 
held in Luxemburg in 1877 in which he discussed the destruction of the 
Kahkwas by the Seneca and identified them as Bries (Schmitz 1878: 
360-61). In their History of Warren County, Pen11sylvania, J. S. Schenck and 
W. S. Rann identified the Kahquahs as Neutrals, crediting to them what 
is known of Neutral contacts with the French. They also attributed the 
destruction of the Kahkwas to the Seneca, recounting the Seneca tradi­
tion related by Blacksnake some five years before Beauchamp noted in 
1892 that he had heard the tradition then common to the Seneca, Onon­
daga, and Tuscarora from Albert Cusick, David Cusick's grand nephew 
and a lay religious leader with the Episcopal Mission at Onondaga. 
Schenck and Rann's account of the Seneca tradition also locates two 
battles; one in which the Senecas defeated the Kahkwas "near Honeoye 
Lake, about half way between Canandaigua and the Genesee [River) in 
New York" and a second "near the old Indian Church on the Buffalo 
Creek Reservation where the Kahkwas were utterly routed and destroyed 
to a man" (Schenck and Rann 1887: 23-28). It will be recalled that a battle 
location near Buffalo Creek had been suggested by Turner earlier (1894: 30) 
but this is the first reference to a battle near Honeoye Lake. William Bryant 
also identified the Kahkwas as Neutrals (Bryant 1890: 10-11). J. G. Hender­
son provided Reuben Thwaites with a digest of the documentation 
regarding the Kahkwas that he included in his Jesuit Relations (Thwaites 
JR 21: 314 n.11). Henderson's references are included in this paper. 

William M. Beauchamp's Kahkwa writings over the thirty-three year 
period from 1889 to 1922 made a major contribution. By 1892 he had 
heard Seneca, Onondaga, and Tuscarora accounts of the Kahkwa's war 
with the Seneca from Albert Cusick, which, as was explained earlier, had 
been derived from David Cusick's ea.rlier account.13 Beauchamp con-

u In his A.ndml History {1848) Dmd Cusick had mentioned a great lake KJlu-hA-gwa­
tD/t.U, Lake Erie, which he explained was the Erie word for 'cap' (Cusick 1848: 27). Beau­
champ {1892: 58) and Deatdorff (n.d. Gentt.ll Box; Erie can! 3) hove inte1 p1eted this to lndi· 
cate a Kahlcw1i connection with the Erie. 
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trasted the Cusicks' relation with Blacksnake's Seneca account, noting 
that "[Cusick's] account of the Erie war resembles yet differs from 
Blacksnake's story. Cusick mentions two wars, Blacksnake only one. He 
[Cusick) said the l<ah-kwas had their principal residence at Eighteen 
Mile Creek south of Buffalo. This is called by the Seneca Gah-gwah-geh, 
Residence of the I<ah-kwas" (Beauchamp 1892: 89-90). Beauchamp erred 
when he characterized Blacksnake's relation of the Seneca tradition as 
describing only one battle with the l<ahkwas, as is evident from School­
craft's original account (Schoolcraft 1846: 176-?9; 1854(6): 200-202) and, 
in part, from the derivative account given by Schenck and Rann (1887: 
23- 28). Subsequently, Beauchamp followed Cusick's two-battle account 
closely when he related how the Kahkwas had challenged the Seneca to 
games and, having lost all of the competitions, had attacked the Seneca 
only to be defeated and forced to flee down to the Ohio River. Beau­
champ notes how Cusick's account differs signibcantly from the account 
that would have the l<ahkwas defeated by a combined force of Onon­
daga, Oneida, Mohawk, and Seneca who pursued them down the 
Allegheny River. Neither is this elaboration included in the 1850 account 
set out in the Draper Manuscripts. 

Initially in 1889 Beauchamp identified the Kakouagoga as Eries, rea­
soning that because the Neutral were indicated on Bemou's 1680 maps, 
only the Erie were left to be accounted for in this region. Beauchamp 
repeated this argument late.r in 1892 stating that "on the [Bemou] map 
of 1680 the Kakouagoga 'a nation destroyed: is placed near Buffalo, but 
no mention is made of the Erie; for this reason I think Marshall [op. cit.] 
mistaken in identifying the I<ah-kwas with the Neutrals .... The general 
evidence seems to favor the latter [the Eries) as Cusick certainly does" 
(Beauchamp 1892: 90). As a result, in part, it is surprising to find in his 
History of the New York Iroquois (1905) that Beauchamp located the I<akou­
agoga on the south shore of Lake Ontario west of Rochester in Niagara 
or Orleans county. This region is usually reserved for the Wenro, who 
are not shown on Beauchamp's 1905 map. This location may be in connec­
tion with the battle near Honeoye Lake mentioned by Schenck and Rann 
(1887: 23-28). Beauchamp also remarks on how the Seneca had told 
Schoolcraft that the I<ahkwas were destroyed at Eighteen Mile Creek in 
1755 (sic) and that Schoolcraft had "thought 100 years should be 
deducted from this time" (Beauchamp 1905: 181). Seventeen years later 
in 1922 Beauchamp cited an account of the I<ahkwas he attributed to a 
work by Elias Johnson, a Tuscarora (Johnson 1881) which in reality 
repeated David Cusick. In this account, 'The I<ahkwas and the Eries 
were included in the SqawkihCYWS (sic) being of one language and off­
shoots of the Seneca.9 . .. Those a little south of Buffalo were called Kah­
Kwah-Ka, those further west [on the south shore of Lake Erie were called] 
Erie or Cats:' Beauchamp noted that apart from this information, Johnson's 
Tuscarora account did not differ greatly from that of Cusick's, who was 
also a Tuscarora (Beauchamp 1922: 141-42). Cusick's explanation that 
Kah-kwas meant 'an eye swelled like a cat', a description that to this day is 
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usually reserved for the Erie, led Beauchamp to suggest cogently that "The 
Eries thus may have had both names" (Beauchamp 1889; 1893: 19-20). 

Dean William Harris also carried the debate over into the t\\-entieth 
century with his two almost identical works A Forgotte11 People: Tlie Flinl 
People, published in 1896 and his Flml \.\bikers: A Forgotten People, pub­
lished in 1901. Hams proferred the following account, attributing it to 
Daillon's letter of 1627 (TI\\vaites JR 4: 260; 8: 304-305): "DaiUon states 
in his valuable letter that a deputation of ten men of the eastern branch 
of the Neutrals, known as Ongiaharas, or Kaw-Kwahs, '"aited upon him 
bearing a request to visit their village, Onaroronon, a days march or 
about thirty miles from the land of the Iroquois" (Harris 1896: 233-.34; 
1901: 29).14 This information contrasts sharply with that set out in the 
copy of Daillon's letter quoted by Sagard (1634: 798-811, 880-94) and in 
the translation provided by Shea (1881 (1): 268), and by Harris himself 
in an earlier work (1893: 53). Sagard states: "At least ten men of the last 
village (farthest distant, or last visited?) called Ouaroronon one days 
journey from the Iroquois, their relatives and friends coming to trade at 
our village (Ouonontisaston), came to visit me and invited me to come 
and see them in their village" (Sagard 1634: 789-811).13 It is significant 
to note that the references to the Kahkwas in Harris's 1896 and 1901 texts 
do not appear in Sagard's account16 nor do the Harris texts agree on the 
spelling of the visitoi's village. Harris appears to identify the Kahkwas 
as Neutrals, although he does not state this unequivocally in either of 
his works. 

TWENTll!TH-CENTURY SCHOV.RS 

Twentieth-century scholars remain divided regarding the identity of 
the Kahkwas. In his India11 Village, Camp and Burial Sites 0 11 Ille Niagara Fro11-
tier, Frederick Houghton (1909) noted the presence of the Rnkouagega cap­
tion on the Franquelin map of 1684 and speculated that he "must have 
received this name from the Seneca, for it is a Seneca word :'11 He identi­
fied the Rakouagega and Kakouagoga captions on the seventeenth-century 
maps as an Erie village on Cattaraugus Creek, which he noted was never 
in Neutral territory, although in one instance he had extended Neutral 
territory as far south as Tonawanda Creek and perhaps as far as Eighteen 
Mile Creek (1909: 268) . Nevertheless, Houghton agreed with Marshall 
(op. cit.) accepting Eighteen Mile Creek, which he knew as Ga-gwa-ge-

" This text is identical in both editions of Harriss work, with the eicceptlon or the spell· 
ing /Wr./cwu which is spelled KAh·Khas In the 1901 edition. 

t> White notes that DaWon's Ow"""'''°" is spelled Ahouo11ochrhonon in Le Jeune's RLlo· 
1"'1r for 1635 (Thwaites TR 8: 116), and Aouemvhronon in the /WU.lion for 1639, and explain> 
they are both synonyms for the Wenro (White 1978a: 411). 

,. Harris aho quoted Piene Margry (1879 (1): 4) reganling Daillon's trip In 1626 l>ut the 
Margry text does not mention the Kahkwu (Harris 1893: 56 note). 

11 Roy Wright (pen. comm. Sept. 1990) has pointed out that there Is no 'R' sound In 
Seneca. 



114 JAMES F. PENDERGAST 

gcHlllh, 'where the I<ahkwas live', as the eastern limit of Erie territory. 
Houghton repeated Beauchamps twice-argued logic that because the 
Neutrals are indicated on the early maps and the Erie are not, Kakou­
agoga must indicate the Eries. Houghton referred to the Franquelin and 
Coronelli maps in this context while Beauchamp had used the Bemou 
maps. Signibcantly Houghton noted how early in the twentieth century, 
and they are still, the archaeological assemblages from the historic sites 
in the Niagara region were largely undiagnostic. He explained how, on 
the basis of the archaeological data alone, these sites, and their protohis­
toric ancesto.rs, could be attributed to the Seneca, Neutral, Wenros, or 
Erie with equal credibility (Houghton 1909: 303-304). Nevertheless, 
Houghton suggested later that because the most easterly village of the 
Erie was located at Ripley, New York, on the south shore of Lake Erie 
(Parker 19crl: 525-31) some fJ..fty five miles west of Eighteen Mile Creek, 
the people on Eighteen Mile Creek must be Neutrals. Earlier Houghton 
had identified Eighteen Mile Creek as being the place where the 
I<ahkwas lived, and the archaeological site near Ha.mburg on Eighteen 
Mile Creek, presumably the Kleis site (White 1968: 39), as a Neutral site 
(Houghton 1920: 41). 

Intermittently over the next twenty-odd years several scholars made 
passing references to the I<ahkwas but these works are largely derivative. 
Principal among these were Henry Howland (1903: 98) who identified the 
Kahkwas as Neutrals living in the area between the Genesee and Niagara 
rivers, where several Iroquoianlsts now place the Wenro. It will be 
recalled that this is the area in which Schenck and Rann (op. cit.) located 
a Seneca battle with the Kahkwas. John Miller (1901 (1): 15) identified the 
Kahkwas as Neutrals. Arthur Parker (1919: 12, 42) suggested that Neutral 
territory may have extended to Eighteen Mile Creek but left the I<ah-Kwas 
unidentified with the explanation that Elizabeth Johnson, daughter of 
James Johnson, had identified the Neutrals as Kah-gwa-onoh. In 1887 
Orsamus Marshall identified one of his informants, Conjockety, as a 
descendant of the Kahkwas who was known as 'The Last Kahkwas" 
(Marshall 1887: vii). However, it will be recalled how in the Draper Manu­
script account of the Kahkwas war related to Draper at Coldspring in 18.50 
by William Patterson, Conjockety Oo-ah-e-sa) was identified as a Seneca 
chief. To confuse matters further, in 1926 Parker stated that Phillip Ken­
jockety, was a descendant of the Neutral nation (Parker 1926: 146), which 
is consistent with Parker's 1919 identification of the Kahkwas as Neutrals. 
Hodge identified the Kahkwas as Eries (Hodge 1912: 1068). Cogently, 
J.N.B. Hewitt noted the possibility that the territory between the Eries 
and the Neutrals may have been occupied by groups allied to the Erie 
who were not themselves Eries. (Hewitt 1913: 146). In 1923 Dilworth 
Silver published privately a pamphlet, The Location of the Nations of 
Indians Known as the Wmroes and the Eries, in which he stated that, 'The 
Neutral Nation of the Indians were not the I<ah-Kwas, as it has been sup­
posed:' He went on to identify the Kahkwas as an Erie group located on 
Eighteen Mile Creek, which is known to the Seneca as Gah-Gwah-ge-ge-
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on, 'the creek where the Kahkwas dwelt' (Silver 1923: 6). Dorothy P. 
Skinner (1932: 30, 45) also identified the Kahkwas as Neutrals. 

In his Problems Arising from the Historic Northeastern Position of the Iro­
quois (1940), William Fenton identified the caption RJ2kougega (sic) on the 
Franquelin map of 1684 as one of the two towns destroyed during the 
conquest of the Erie. He suggests that the Rakouagega may be cognate 
with modem Seneca kahgwa' gt!ya' and he located the Franquelin caption 
at the mouth of Cattaraugus Creek. Fenton also drew attention to a con­
temporary Seneca practice, explaining that "the Seneca continually speak 
of a people formerly living west of them called the Kahgwa' gt! o· no', which 
refers first to the Wenro and later to the Erie." Fenton conducted this dis­
cussion under the 'Erie' rubric, leaving the impression that he favored 
an Erie identity for the Kahkwas (Fenton 1940: 194-95). Fenton also raised 
the possibility that the Gachoos on Visscher's Carte Figurative ca. 1614 may 
be part of the Erie he designated Kahgwa' (ibid.: 325). The late Schuyler 
Miller, a dedicated lroquoian scholar, discussed this possibility in his 
correspondence with Vernon Leslie and Ives Goddard during the 1950s, 
without reaching a condusion. John Swanton does not mention the 
Kahkwas in his Indian Tribes of North America (Swanton 1952). In 1948 
George Snyderman again raised the possibility that the Kahkwas were 
not Eries but allies who were not themselves Eries (Snyderman 1948: 47). 
This had been suggested earlier by Schoolcraft (1846: 164, 176-?9, 287) as 
a result of Cusick's relation and later by Ketchum (1864 (1): 7-15), by 
Hewitt (1913: 146) and by Beauchamp (1922: 141-42) as a result of Elias 
Johnson's relation in lBBl. Both Cusick and Johnson were Tuscaroras. 

Tn 1958 Maria.n White published a paper, Dating the Niagara Frontier 
Iroquois, which was the first cf a series of reports on her archaeological 
investigations of the Niagara Region, which lasted for nearly twenty 
years. Frequently these papers incorporated data \vhich, directly or indi­
rectly, had a bearing on the Kahkwas. White's works will be examined 
in detail later. In 1963 Gordon Wright encapsulated the problem suc­
cinctly, stating that, "there is some question as to whether the term 
'Kahkwas' applied to the Eries, to the Neutrals, or to both:• Having exam­
ined Schoolcraft's account of Blacksnake's relation of the Seneca­
I<ahkwas war, Wright conduded, 'The location of the 'J<akouagoga' on 
Coronelli's map of 1688 (Nouvelle France) would seem to place it in Erie 
territory as a 'nation destroyed'" thereby, presumably, opting to make 
the Kahkwas Eries (Wright 1963: 4, n.22). Bruce Trigger has suggested 
that the Kahkwas were Eries (Trigger 1976: 443). William Noble has sug­
gested that the I<akouagoga were one of ten tribes that comprised the 
Neutral chiefdom ruled by Souharissen ca. 1626. He explains that it is 
"noteworthy, [that) the A.khrakuaeronon (Kakouagoga) in the vicinity of 
Buffalo Cree.k, New York, are here considered to be an allied group to 
the Neutrals (and probably the Eries), but not one of the constituent 
tribes of the Neutral Iroquois as previously believed (Noble 1978: 17; 
White 1972: 71). They are known as a separate entity from both the Neu­
trals and the Eries as early as 1639 UR 18: 233 and Ragueneau's 1639 
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map)" (Noble 1984: 23). Noble's maps locate the Ka.koua (sic) in 1638 and 
the Akhrakuaeronon in 1640 in much the same location at the east end 
of Lake Erie where they are west of the Seneca and south of a Neutral 
intrusion a short distance east of the Niagara River (Noble 1984: 3, 22). 

Several non-technical topical books have been published in this cen­
tury, which include references to the Ka.hkwas using this or another spell­
ing. Among these are James Braden's Little Brother of tl1e Hudson: A Tale 
of the lAst Eries (1928); Imogene Robertson's Once an Indian Village in 
Buffalo (1925); William Kubiak's Great /Akes Indian: A Pictorial Guide 
(1970); and Henry Forrest Lupold's The Forgotten People: The Woodland Erie 
(1975). lnteresting though these books may be, they are largely deriva­
tive, drawing heavily on the sources examined above . . As a result, they 
need not be examined further in the context at hand. 

LINGUISTICS 

The linguistic works of Roy Wright and John Steckley are particularly 
significant in the context of this paper. Wright's paper, The People of the 
Panther: A Long Erie Tale (1974), draws heavily upon the linguistic impli­
cations of the Iroquois words used in connection with the Erie. Facets of 
Wright's discussion include a linguistic analysis of the Kakouagoga and 
Rakouagega captions on the Bemou, Franquelin, and Coronelli maps. 
He provides linguistic reasons to demonstrate why the Kal1gwa?geya! 
kakhwa?kaka? Fenton heard in modem Seneca (Fenton 1940: 195), and the 
Kahkwa?keka derived from captions on the Bernou, Franquelin, and Coro­
nelli maps, are different. Wright suggests that because Kahgwa?geya, the 
town named by Fenton, was sacked in 1654 before the Erie were destroyed, 
it cannot be the Kakouagoga derived from information obtained from La 
Salle ca. 1679 to be indicated on seventeenth-century maps dated post-
1680(Wright1974: 54-55). For comparison it might be noted that Marshall 
believed the Ka.kouagoga had been destroyed ca. 1651 (Marshall 1865:4) 
and White concluded that the Ka.hk•vas •vere destroyed ca. 1640 (White 
1971: 26). Here Roy Wright's argument bears heavily on White's expla­
nation that " the Seneca used a similar word [to Ka.kouagoga] to refer to 
the people •vho formerly lived west of them (Fenton 1940: 194): Kakwa?Ke­
onq?, 'people at the ka.hawa?, place' (Wallace L. Chaffe personal com­
munications 1976)" (White 1978a: 411). Wright continues: 'The original 
name data being often inextricably tangled in the recorder's discussion 
and analysis thereof, it is often hard to be sure whether Kahkwa?keka? 
was originally the Seneca name applied to the 'whole' people [ confed­
eration??] called Erie by the Huron and later by the whites, or whether 
it simply denoted the closest [nearest) constituent group" (Wright 1974: 
65). Wright's (1974: 65) suggestion that the earliest application of the root 
Kahkwa? to explain the Erie, dates from the mid-nineteenth century (he 
mentions Morgan 18.51: 41) overlooks the land deeds dated 1797 and 1802 
which included Kogl1quauga and Kogh-q11aw-gu in their texts (op. cit.). 

In 1985 John Steckley published a paper, A Tale of Th.Jo Peoples, in which 
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he examined two Iroquoian groups, "The Large Field People" and "The 
Easterners:' From the outset Steckley conceded that "working with the 
names of early Amerindian places and tribes is difficult and fraught with 
traps for the uninitiated and the experienced alike:' Having aptly warned 
us that "the researcher is well advised to exercise caution;' Steckley pro­
ceeds with his study in which" ... much of this caution has been waived 
in order to try and develop a parti.cular hypothesis" (Steckley 1985: 9). 
Steckley's discussion of the group he has named "The Easterners" 
is particularly germane in the context of this paper. He suggests that 
Atra•ki.vae"ronnonlB and its Huron synonym Atra<kwa,e, together with 
the Akhrakovaetonon who are located in the ill-deb.ned Niagara region on 
the Bourdon map(?), Nouuelle France, ca. 1646 (Heidenreich 1988), are the 
equivalents of the Seneca or Cayuga for Kakouagoga which first appeared 
on the Bemou maps ca.1680 (Steckley 1985: 13). His synonymy includes: 

Akhrakuaeronon, 1640 (Thwaites, JR 18: 233-35). 
Akhrakovaeronon, 1646 Bourdon map [on the map attributed to Jean 

Bourdon ca. 1641-1646 it is spelled Akhrakovaetonon). 
Atra<kwae, 1651 (Thwaites, JR 36: 141). 
Atra<kwae<ronnons, 1652 (Thwaites, /R 37: 97, 105; 38: 191). 
Atra<kwa,e, 1652 (Thwaites JR 37: 111). 

Steckley suggests that the Huron Atrakwa,e (sic) and the Cayuga 
kahkwa:? are derived from their words for 'the su.n' which is also an ele­
ment of their terms for 'east'. This eastern connotation contrasts sharply 
with Beauchamp's advice that Gallatin had given Kahqunhgoh as the 
Seneca word for 'south' (Beauchamp 1905: 181). Steckley notes that this 
may be kal1'kwa?, a 'place', as was suggested by Wallace Chafe to Marian 
White (White 1978a: 411). Steckley explains that the synonymy he cites 
is supported by the Kakouagoga being located by Bernou in virtually the 
same location in which Bourdon places the Akhrakovaetonon. Steckley 
then uses a Kakouagoga/Akhrakovaetonon/Atrakwa,eronnon/Atrakwa,e 
synonymy and certain lists compiled by the jesuits19 which indicate 
sequentially the relative geographical locations of the tribes (?) in the 
Great Lakes region, together with his identification of these tribes, to 
locate the Kakouagoga homeland.20 

In this connection Steckley notes how in the 1640 Jesuit list of tribes 

'* Steclcley (1985: 13) notes that the Jesuits (11twaites JR 'SI: 105) &rst reported that either 
the Atra<l<wae<ronons (Bourdon's /lkhra"""'2ttonon located ln the Niag;tra region) and the 
/lkhrakuammon derived from Rageneau's lost map (11twaites JR 18: 235) or the /lndaslo 
nmons (Susquehannock ?) were attacked by the Iroquois in 1652. Later this was revised 
(ThwaUes JR ~: 111) to indicate that it wu the Atra<kwa,e (a synonym lor the Kakou­
agog;i) who had been attacked . This at'COunt suggests there was a Akhrakovaetonon I 
Alra<kwa,e I Kakouagoga I l<ahlcwa equivalence (vide note 37). 

"There are three of these lists of tribes(?); there is the list that is contained in the ftsuit 
Rdlltwn for 1640 (11twaites JR 18:233-35), which wa.s believed to have been taken, in part 
at least. from the lost Hwon map compiled by Ragueneau; the list that is in the ftsuit &b>­
lion lor 1656 (11twaltes /R 42: 197); and the list compiled in the 1740s by Pierre Potier (fb«er 
19'20). 

"'Marian White had earlier used this technique with some sua:ess (White 1978a: 411). 
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the Atrakwa,eronnons appear immediately after the Aondironon and the 
Ongmarahonons (two Neutral names), and immediately before the One­
ronon (the Wenro), the Ehressononon; and Altioumdaronk (a general term 
for the Neutral) and the Erie. In the 1656 list the Atrakwa,eronnons appear 
after the Atraguenrek and Aliaonrek (the Neutrals), and before the Gmtue­
tehronnons (an Erie group). In the 1740 list the Atrakwa,eronnons appear 
after the era,enrek (the Neutral), and before Rie (the Erie) (Steckley 1985: 
12). In two of these lists, 1656 and 1740, the Atrakwa,eronnon synonymy 
group, wruch includes the Kakouagoga, is located between the Neutral 
and the Erie. In the 1640 list the Atrakwa,eronnons are located in much 
the same area. lt should be noted that in this sequence the location of 
the Atrakwa,eronnons could vary depending upon the location attributed 
to the Wenro. 21 Nevertheless, the location for these tribes (?) derived 

21 Contemporary information regarding the Wenro or Awenrohonons is sp~. Under 
any one of several names (White 1961: 88), they were sal.d to be associated with the Neutrals 
and lived east of them about one day's journey west oi the Iroquois, presumably the Seneca 
(Thwaites JR 17: 25-27). White suggested Iha! it was the Seneca (White 1961: 29-50), or the 
Seneca and the Neutral (White 19?2: 62; Thwaites JR 8: 302) who drove the Wenro from 
their homeland. Brebeuf and Chaumont related how during their visit to the Neutrals in 
1640-41 they learned that "some years ago through fear oi their enemies, there took refuge 
in this vUlage [Khioetoa) a certain strange nation who had dwelt beyond ("au de.la de:' my 
emphasis) the Erie or Cat Nation" (Thwaites JR U : 231-33). Their location beyond the Erie 
is reiterated in Le Jeune's Relation of 1.635 which lists the Ahou1nrochrhonons (\'knro) after 
the Rhlltrrho11ons (Erie); if indeed this listing is scrupulously sequentially relative to th• geo­
graphical locations of these tribes (?) (Thwaites JR 8: 115). On the other hand, the Relation 
for 1640, which is believed to be derived from Rageneau's lost map, lists the Onloutnhronon 
(\'kruo) before the Andaste (vide note 37) and separated from the Erie by several uniden· 
tibed 1.ndian groups (Thwaites JR 1.8: 233-35); one of which may be the Kahkwas. In his 
note to Le )eune's Relation, Thwaites explains that the Weruo were located "at the eastern 
end of Lake Erie lying belwttn the Eries and the Neutrals" (Thwaites JR 8: 302). 

Twenlieth-centwy scholars' opinions regarding the location ol the Weruo vary. Beau· 
champ (1905: 177) suggested they were an "a!Ued tribe of the Neutral group:' Arthur Jones 
(1909: 423) idenlibed three or lour of the eastern Neutral villages, including 0"'1"imlhro, 
as IM?nro vDlages. Fenton (1940: 178, 186) also identified the Weruo as eastern members oi 
the Neutrals whose four eastern vUlages before 1638 extended east of the Niagara River in 
an arc to Erie territory at the foot of Lake Erie. Hewitt (1910: 932) suggested the Wenro had 
lived as far as Oil Spring in Allegany County, New York. Houghton identified the Buffam 
Street, Eaton, and Newton-Hopper archaeological sites in present-day Buffalo as Weruo 
(Houghton 1920: 39-41.; 1922: 250-53). MacNeish placed the Wenro east oi the Erie (Mac­
Neish 1952: 22). While located the Weruo homeland until 1638 in the area between the Niag• 
ara and Genesee rivers with the reservation that there was little atthaeological evidence 
to support this suggestion (White 1961: 25-27, 50). SubsequenUy she identihed three sires 
on the south shore of Lake Ontario between Oak Orchard Creek and the Niagara River-the 
Shelby site irl Orleans County, and the Kienuka and Fort Peace sites in Niagara County-as 
Weruo vD!age sites (White 1976: 131; 1977: 85; 1979: 409). Engelbrecht and Sullivan (n.d.: 
34) support these ide.ntibcattons. White also suggested that it was the Seneca (White 1961: 
49-50), or the Seneca and the Neutnl (White 19?2: 62), who drove the Wenro from their 
homeland In Orleans and Niagara counties, New York, southwestward to the area south 
of Cattaraugus Creek which, before 1.644, had been Erie territory. Cogently, Paul Lennox 
has noted that "White does not consider the possibility that [Brebeufs and Chaumont's 
Weruo location, Thwaites JR U : 231- 33) 'beyond the Erie' might refer to a location southwest 
of the Erie, along the Lake Erie shore" (Lennox 1981: 357). In 1983 Stothem and Craves sup­
ported Lennox's interpretation of the Jesuit's Rtlation which located the Weruo "beyond the 
Erie" (Thwaites JR 12: 231-33), placing them on the south 1hore of Lake Erie in the area 
of present.day Erie, Pennsylvania, and the Erie at the southeast comer at the loot of Lake 
Erie (Stothers and Craves 1983: 121, 140, 141; Stothers 1991.: 27). 
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from the Jesuit listings accords well with the location of the Akhrakovae­
tonon on the map, Nuuvelle France (ca. 1646), attributed to Bourdon and 
the Kakouagoga on the Bemou maps (ca. 1680). 

ln 1990 Steckley published a detailed linguistic analysis of the map, 
Nuuvelle France, attributed to Bourdon in \vhich he "attempted to translate 
the names of, and to identify, the groups and locations on the map:' His 
comments regarding the Akhrakovaetonon are as follo,vs: 

The name ':.\khrakovaetonon" (11), located between '1ac Des Gens Dv Chats" 
and "Lacs De Sainct LOVYS;' refers to a group of Iroquoian speakers who were 
dispersed by the Iroquois in the early 1650s. This name appears elsewhere as 
"Akhrakuaeronon" and ' 'Trakwaerronnons" (JR 45: 207), and as the name for 
their village ·~tra<kwae" (JR 36: 141), "Atra•kwa,e" UR 17: 111) (the significance 
of -<- signihes an -h- like sound), and ''Trakwae" (Potier 1920: 662). The name 
can be translated Uterally as "people of where the sun is;' with the probable 
meaning "people of the east" (Potier 1920: 169, 325 and 452; Steckley 1985: 12-13 
and Lagarde 1987: 423). This possibly refers to their living east of the Niagara 
River, o.r even to the fact that their earlier homes had been located further east. 
Most writers identify these people with the Neutral, but the possibilities that 
they were linked to the Susquehannock, or that they were independent, cannot 
yet be ruled out (Steckley 1990: 21) . 

The bracketed figure (11) in Steckley's text above refers to an item in his 
tabular presentation of the captions found on the Bourdon map which 
indicates that ~hra.kovaetonon' iS mentioned by other sources as 
follows : 

Nouvelle France 
c. 1641 
AkJi rakcvrzdOllOTI 

Le ]eune-1640 
JR 18: 227-239 

Akh rakvaeror1011 

Sanson: Le Canada Identification 
165611657 

? 

U indeed Steckley has correctly identified Atrak<wa,e; and presumably its 
equivalents including Atrakwa,eronnon and Akhrakovaetonon, as Kahkwas 
(Steckley 1985: 15), the name Kahkwa (I<akouagoga) iS unlikely to be a syn­
onym for Antouhonoron as well. Nevertheless, the Antouhonoron, Atrako­
vaetonon and I<akouagoga are all collocated in the area immediately east 
of the Niagara River on Champlain's maps of 1616 and 1632, on Bourdon's 
(?)map Nuuvelle France, of ca. 1646, on Bemou's 1680 maps, on the Fran­
quelin map of 1684, and on the several Coronelli maps and globes. Pender­
gast has suggested that the Antouho11orons, who by 1615 had been 
descnbed to Champlain as living adjacent to the Lake of Entouhonorons 
(Lake Ontario), were equivalent to the Massawomeck, who in 1608 had 
been described to John Smith by Chesapeake Bay Algonquians as being 
raiders from that same interior lacustrine region (Pendergast 1991). First 
hand accounts by Henry Fleet and Leonard Calvert, English fur traders 
on Chesapeake Bay, over the period 1632-34, reliably indicate that the 
Massawomecks (Antouhonorons) had moved from the Lake of the Entou­
honorons (Lake Ontario) to the Atlantic hinterland not far west of Chesa­
peake Bay by that time. On the other hand, White's archaeologi.cal data (to 
be discussed next) indicates that the Kahkwas (Aktra.kovaetonon, etc.) re-
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mained in the area at the foot of Lake Erie until they were destroyed there 
by the Seneca ca. 1640. This too would suggest that the Antouhonoron 
(Massawomeck) and the Kahkwas (Aktrakovaetonon) are not synony­
mous. Nevertheless, White's archaeological evidence (to be discussed 
next) which dates the terminal presence of the Kahk~vas at the Kleis site 
on Eighteen Mile Creek over the period ca. 1625-40, incorporates the 
period ca. 1625 when the Massawomeck may have still been present in 
the Niagara region before they moved to the Chesapeake Bay hinterland. 
Possibly, in this context the Kleis Kahkwas site, an Erie or Erie-allied 
group, were the Antouhonoron who, when raiding Algonquians or trading 
with the English on Chesapeake Bay, were known as the Massawomecks. 

ARCHAEOLOCY 

The long, extensive and detailed investigations conducted by Marian E. 
White on the Niagara Frontier in New York State, from the late 1950s until 
her untimely death in 1975, continue to dominate our understanding of 
the archaeology of this region. Commencing with her work Dating the 
Niagam Frontier Iroquois (1958), White identihed the Kakouagoga as Neu­
trals, with the reminder that prior to 1650 the Seneca had inhabited the 
lands from where the city of Buffalo now stands southward to what may 
be Cattaraugus Creek (White 1958: 5, 46-48). In her doctoral dissertation 
Iroquois Culture History in the Niagara Frontier Area of New York State (1%1) 
her references to the Kahkwas were largely confuted to her assessment 
of the location of the Erie homeland as reflected by some seventeenth­
and eighteenth-century French maps of the Niagara region, particularly 
the Sanson maps of 1650 and 1656. White noted how the identity of the 
Kahkwas had been debated "since the days of Schoolcraft" but at that time 
she was content to let the matter rest with a reference to Houghton's work 
(1909: 302-304) remarking that he "has summarized the leading opinions 
and there seems nothing further to add:' Having earlier identified the 
Kahkwas as Neutral (1958: 5, 46-48), she conjectured how "if the Kahkwas 
were in fact the Erie, 22 we know no more than we did previously, 
namely, that they were located at the east end of Lake Erie. If they were 
not, then we have the name of a new group about which we know nothing'' 
(WhHe 1961:48). 

White's 1967 paper An Early Historic Niagara Frontier Iroquois Cemetery 
in Erie County, New York reporting her excavations on the Kleis site is par­
ticularly significant in a Kahkwa context. The Kleis site at the foot of Lake 
Erie near present-day Hamburg, New York, south of Buffalo and close to 
Eighteen Mile Creek, is located where the relevant seventeenth- and eigh­
teenth-century French maps mentioned earlier place Kakouagoga and 
Eighteen Mile Creek is where the Seneca tradition mentioned earlier as 

22 White did not here acknowledge how some time after Houghton had identified the 
Kahl<was as Eries in 1909, he changed his mind and in 1920 identified them as Neutrals 
(Houghton 1920: 41). 
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being recounted by both Seneca and Tuscarora sources claim the 
I<ahkwas were destroyed. 23 White explained: 

The eleven burials excavated at the Kleis site represent a small portion of one 
cemetery belonging to a village of the period 1620-164-0 A.O. The village was 
occupied by a Niagara Frontier Iroquois group which may have been Neutral, 
Wenro or Erie2' . . . The date of the Kleis burials and the village falls between 
A.O. 1625-164-0 on the basis of bead dates from the Seneca and Oneida sequences. 
The absence of guns, Jesuit material, and brass kettles places it early in this span, 
prior to 1630 A.O. Evidence is strongest for this Niagara Frontier Iroquois Site 
having been occupied around 1625 with the temporal limits left open until 
further evidence is available (White 1967: 26-27) . 

The date ca. 1625 proposed by White raises again the possibility that 
Kleis site people may have been present at a time when both the Mas­
sawomecks (Antouhonorons) and I<ahkwas (Aktrakovaetonons) were 
present in this region. 

In her paper A Ree:rami11atio,1 of the Historic Iroquois "'111 5011 Cemetery 
in Grand ls/and (1968), White discussed her conclusions arising from the 
excavation of the Van Son burial site, which she believed to be the loca­
tion of the Neutral village 011guiarahra (Niagarega). 

In this paper White rust identified the Kleis site as an Erie village and 
on this basis summed up her understanding of the Erie villages at the 
foot of Lake Erie as follows: 

The J<Jeis site is one of a group of Niagara Frontier villages south of Buffalo 
in the area where the Erie were located. I have concluded previously (White 1961: 
90) that some Erie villages were located near the east end of Lake Erie, south of 
Buffalo. . . . Several Niagara Frontier Iroquois archaeological sites have been 
identified with these Erie villages. A group of Late prehistoric and Early Historic 
sites south of Buffalo represent the locations of a pair of contemporary [Erie) com· 
munities moving systematically from north to south on a parallel course, between 
c. 1535 and 1625 A.O. This group includes the following Niagara Frontier villages: 
Buffarn Street, Eaton, Newton-Hopper, Goodyear, Green Lake, Simmons, 
and Kleis:l5 (see map White 1978b: 413) . The J<Jeis site, dating around 1625, is 
the latest known village in the western community. While the search has not been 
exhaustive, there are no candidates for a systematic move following Kleis. 26 ••• 

u Silver had earlier identifted several sites in this area as Erie. One of these wu near 
Hamburg. another in Boston VaUey, another at o r near Eighteen Mile Creek, and another 
within the south-easterly part of present-day Buffalo (Silver 1923: 6). Apparently one of 
these is the Kleis site, whkh White identibes as an Erie s ite located near Eighteen Mile 
Crttk (White 1978b: 4l3). 

,. It is noteworthy, in connection with her excavations of the Kleis site near Eighteen 
Mile Creek. that White did not introduce the accounts of the Seneca traditio n regarding 
their war with the Kahkwas at Eighteen Mile Creek, as had been related by Blacksnake, 
Cusick, Johnson, and Patterson years earlier. 

"' In 1920 Houghton identified the Kleis site at East Hamburg as a Neutral village site 
(Houghton 1920: 41), although earlier in 1909 he had identifted the area around Eighteen 
Mile Creek as Erie territory (Houghto n 1909: 303-304) (vide note 22). 

,. Once again it is signibcant to note how well White's suggt'$tion that there are no 
candidates for the perpetuation of this pair of Erie villages after the destruction of the Kleis 
site, makhes the Seneca tradition, which states that it wu here on Eighteen Mlle Creek 
ca .. 1640 that the Kahkwas were destroyed by the Seneca. 
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Certainly there are other Erie villages besides these sites which are the most east­
erly. [Other] Erie village sites extended an unknown distance west along the 
southern shore of Lake Erie (White 1968: 39). 

Significantly she did not collocate Kakouagoga with any of these Erie 
sites, thereby excluding the possibility of the I<ahkwas being Eries. 

White summed up the archaeological conclusions that arose from her 
Reexamination stating: '1n Late Prehistoric and Early Historic times there 
were two Erie villages moving in a general southern direction. Within the 
Niagara Frontier their villages have been identified from South Buffalo 
to near East Aurora and Hamburg within a span of about 8 miles north­
south and 10 miles east-west. The latest settlement which belonged to 
the west villages, the Kleis site, was occupied about 1625 A.o." (White 
1968: 42). Once again White's identification of the Kleis site near Eighteen 
Mile Creek as the last archaeological evidence of the Erie in this region, 
coupled with the I<ahkwa connection with Eighteen Mile Creek in colo­
.nial documents, and the several Seneca and Tuscarora accounts of the 
Seneca tradition regarding the destruction of the I<ahkwas on Eighteen 
Mile Creek i!S"ITTe1d:.'raKhawiog1~:-.i:revioomCl:."Oiuno'cr1i!'ortibs-tegiun; 

coupled with the I<ahkwa connection with Eighteen Mile Creek in colo­
nial documents, and the several Seneca and Tuscarora accounts of the 
Seneca tradition regarding the destruction of the I<ahkwas on Eighteen 
Mile Creek, makes the Kleis site a prime candidate for identification as 
a I<ahkwa village, possibly their principal village. This possibility had 
been suggested by Silver in 1923 (Silver 1923: 6) but not raised again. It 
is noteworthy that White did not consider this clustering of evidence 
indicative of a I<ahkwas identification for the Kleis Erie site on this occa­
sion or in any of her later works. 

White returned to these Erie archaeological sites again in an unpub­
lished paper Iroquois Archaeology or Archaeology of the Iroquois, which she 
presented at the Conference of Iroquois Research at Rensselaerville, New 
York. At that time she explained: 

Two contemporary villages were present in the Niagara Frontier south of 
Buffalo from late Prehistoric times into the Early Historic Period. They have been 
traced from about 1540 to 1640 when they disappeared from the area. These vi!· 
!ages are in my opinion those of some unnamed tribe of the easternmost Erie 
Nation or Confederacy ... . The distances between contemporary sites is about 
the same [8-10 miles] as that between members of the pair of Seneca villages. 
I interpret this parallel situation as indicating that the two Niagara Frontier vil­
lages belong to a single tribe, probably the easternmost Erie .... One community, 
the eastern one at Newton-Hopper may have formed from several small (ances· 
tral Erie site.s). The western village, according to my speculations (my italics] may 
have been west of Niagara [River] prior to the location at Buffam Street (White 
n.d .: 8-15). 

She made no mention of the possibility of their being I<ahkwa sites. 
In 1971 White discussed the Erie sites south of Buffalo again in her 

paper Ethnic Identification and Iroquois Croups in Western New York and 
Ontario. At that time she wrote: 

There is considerable archaeological evidence to bear out the early historic 
location of the Erie recorded as just south of Buffalo during the time referred to 
by the Sanson maps (1650 and 1656, neither of which include the KakoUJ1goga cap· 
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lion). Here a group of villages of the late prehistoric and early historic periods 
have been referred to as Niagara Frontier Iroquois along with others scattered 
throughout the Region . . .. Briefly they represent the orderly movement of two 
contemporary communities spatially separated by eight to ten miles, proceeding 
in a southerly direction from about 1535-1640 A.O. The villages of each commu­
nity stand in an ancestor-descendant relationship. They covered in their move­
ment a lineal distance of approximately eight miles from the vicinity of South 
Buffalo to near East Aurora and Hamburg. 71 The dates of the contact sites in this 
movement extend from those with the first trade material, about 1550-1575 A.O. 

to the latest one, about 1625 A.o. This last, the Kleis site, near Hamburg, is the 
most southerly site of the movement and its occupation may have lasted until 
l640 A.O. (White 1967). No later site has been found in the area where the next 
village location would be expected to be. The Kleis site appears to represent the 
last location of the village before the pattern of movement was broken ... (White 
1m: 26). · 

White went on as follows in her paper, Ethnic Identification, attributing the 
Kleis site to the Eries with conviction without raising the Kahkwa option: 

The location of these two contemporary communities south of Buffalo coin­
cides with the position of the Erie shown on the Sanson map of 1650 [Amerique 
Septentrionale) which of course is too gene.rat to establish great confidence in this 
connection. The identification is strengthe.ned considera.bly by the date of the last 
site [Kleis) and by the interruption of the movement at the approximate time 
when such a move is mentioned in the records. It is confirmed by Seneca 
accounts of the 19th century which state that the E.rie formerly lived in this loca­
tion.29 The evidence indicates that these are the Erie villages rather than the 
Wenro or Neutral.29 It must be emphasized that the name Erie seems to refer to 
a confederacy o r group of tribes30 and included other settlements as well as 
these villages of the Niagara Frontier Iroquois, which probably were a single tribe 
(White 1971: 26-27). 

White raised the possibility that the southward movement of these 
paired Erie villages from South Buffalo to the East Aurora area was a 

" This description of Erie territory closely parallels the one Hewitt (1913: 146) attributes 
to the Jesuit Rtlation for 1640-41, ''. .. the territory of the Eries and their allies joined that 
of the Neutral Nation at the end of I.alee Erie .. :· Significantly thls territory includes the 
territories of "their allies," which may include the Antouhon.onms/Massawomeclts, the 
Kahkwas/Akhral<vaetons, possibly the Wenros (depending on where they are located), and 
the appropriate unidentifted Indians mentioned in the Jesuit lists of 1635 and 1640 by what­
ever of the several names they are known by. 

,. White does not go on to explain that the Seneca a«<>unts to which she refetS-the 
Bladcsnake, Cusick, Johnson, and Patterson aa:ounts-all indicate that it was the Kahkwas 
who ...,,,re located in this area.. 

" In her papers in the Handbook White rejected an Erie identi6cation for the people 
who lived on Eighteen Mile Creek, opting instead in favor of the Kahkwas being Neutral 
laigely on the basis of the location of KAkou"So8" on the Bemou and Coronelli maps (White 
1978a: 411; 1978b: 412). 

JO Cogently, White has remarked that while several seventeenth-century French sources 
had indkated that the J<akouagoga had been a nDlion destroyed, in fact it is not certain 
whether this caption is intended to make reference to a village. a clan, a tribe, or a confed­
eracy element. These clusterings of people were not usuaUy differentiated as Marian Wh.ite 
(1911: 22-23; 1978a: 410), Elisabeth Tooker (1970: 90), and Roy Wright (1974: 83) have noted. 
Neither should these options be owrloolced in the context of this paper. 
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reflection of hostilities endemic in this region at that time. She explains: 
'The southerly movement of their [Erie) villages since late prehistoric 
times had been taking them away from a position geographically 
between the League of the Iroquois and the Neutral ... prior to 1644, 
the eastern Erie were forced to move because of 'enemies to the west' 
(sic)" (White 1971: 31). It is noteworthy that White did not challenge the 
source of her unsubstantiated information which would have Erie ene­
mies to the west disperse the eastern Eries (Gendron 1868: 8) on Eighteen 
Mile Creek when the Seneca tradition holds that it was Seneca to the east 
who had driven the eastern Erie from their homeland. An enemy to the 
west of the Erie at the foot of Lake Erie between modem Buffalo and 
Eighteen Mile Creek seems likely to involve the Neutrals in som.e 
manner. Once again, as was the case with the confusion which attended 
the Neutral account of where they had obtained marine shell (Thwaites 
JR 1898 (21): 201), errors copying the French est (east) and ouest (west), 
may be responsible for this anomaly. 

White concluded her 1971 paper Eth11ic Identification stating: 

ln summary, villages belonging to one group or tribe of Erie have been identified 
south of Buffalo where two communities were moving slowly and systematically 
southward during late prehistoric and early historic times. By the time of the 
latest site, about 1625-40, they were in the southern part of the Niagara Frontier, 
having shifted over an eight mile long range. This movement was interrupted 
some time before 1644-45, at which time they moved farther, probably to the 
south (White 1m: 29). 

In 1972 White published On Delineating the Neutral Iroquois of the 
Eastern Niagara Peninsula of Ontario, 31 in which she examined the Port 
Colbome, Sherkston and Point Albino Neutral archaeological sites west 
of the Niagara River in Welland County, Ontario, north of Lake Erie. Ear­
lier she had speculated that these were ancestral to the Neutral Buffam 
Street site in present-day Buffalo (White n.d.: 15). Preliminary tot.his dis­
cussion White explained erroneously that the Bemou and Franquelin 
maps alone in the seventeenth-century documentation record the pres­
ence of the l<akouagoga. 32 White also noted the vicissitudes of Kahkwa 
identity, drawing particular attention to "Morgan, Schoolcraft, Cusick. 
Governor Blacksmith (sic), Ma.rshall (all op. cit.) and others [who) had 
wavered between the Neutral and Erie:'33 

Jt White's 1972 paper On CR/intati11g tht Ntulrul Iroquois of tht Easttrn NU..garu Pminsula 
of Ontario reflects in part an unpublished paper, Iroquois J\rcha"'1logy in tht Easltrn Ontario 
Pminsula dated 1969, which is on ftle with the Department ol Anthropology, State Univer· 
sity of New York at Buffalo. 

ll White partially rorrected this error later by mentioning "Vincenw Maria Coronelli's 
globe of 168&" In fact the Kakouagoga caption appears on six Coronelll maps and two 
globes. 

» Schoolcraft, Marshall, and Morgan vadllated regarding the identity of the Kahkwas. 
Both David and Albert Cusick consistently identified them as Erie. Blacksnake did not make 
a tribal ident!hcation. The table at Appendix A lists chronologically the several identities 
that have been attributed to the Kahkwas over the past 150-odd years. 
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White suggested that the f\>rt Colbome, Sherkston and F\>int Abino 
sites west of the Niagan River \\-ett Neutral burial sites ancestral to the 
Buffam Street site in present-day Buffalo east of the Niagara River. \Vhite 
dated the f\>rt Colbome site at 1650 and noted particularly its similarity 
to the Neutral Van Son site not far distant to the east on Grand Island 
in th.e Niagara River (White 1968). The similarity o( the archaeological 
assemblages from these three sites in \\!eUand County \\'est o( the Niag­
ara River and the Van Son site to the east in the Niagara River led White 
to suggest that they represented the east\\'al'd movement o( a single his­
toric Neutral village along the north shore of Lake Erie. \Vhite also sug­
gested that the Fenton-Barnard Street and Hart sites3t east of the Niag­
ara River in the present-day city o( Buffalo, and approximately in a 
straight line east o( the three sites mentioned in ~and County, 'vest 
o( the Niagara River, are the latest Neutral sites east o( the Niagara River, 
although they are not as late as Houghton had suggested (\Vhite 1972: 
66). White went on to postulate a northern tier of Neutral sites in the Niag­
ara region as foUows: 

The [ ardlaeological I evidence is insuffioent to indicate whether the other His­
toric sites in that pup [the three Neutral sites on the north shore of Lnke Erie 
in Welland County, Ontario) should be considered part of a single movement cul­
minating at Van Son, or whether contemporary villages are involved. I suspect 
the latter to be the case with the possible fission ot St. Davids [a Neutral site west 
of the Niagara River in Welland County) leading to Van Son [Niagarega) on one 
hand and Kienuka, Kelly, Gould (Ahondihronons( (all east of the Niagara River] 
on the other (White 1972: 71-72, fig. 1). 

" The Fenton·Bamard Street and Hart sites have bttn asSt'ssed by Orsamus Turner 
(1849), Frederick Houghton (1909), Oilwonh Silver (1923), Dorothy Skinner (1932), and 
Marla.n White (19'12). Silver attributed the anilacu from the Fenton-Barnard Strect site to 
the Erie and claimed that the Buff am Street site wat Erie, "not Neutral 4! it has been sup­
ported by some people" (Silver 1923: 5). Houghton believed the Fenton·Barnard site wu 
probably the Weruo village that had rtlocoted from Buffam Strect (Houghton 1909: 311-1.2. 
318). Subsequently Houghton revised hlJ Wenro Identity for the Buffam Street site. •US· 
gesting that it was a Seneca village that dated from 1660-90, but prior to 1700, so~hat 
i.trr than the Hart silo (Houghton 1920: «). Turner 1peculated that the Buffam Strtt! site 
was a burial ground whc.rt the Kahlcwas had burled their dead alter the battle with the 
Sen.a on nea.rby Buffalo Creek (Turner 1849: 26-2& 30). Tlus acconls well with one ol the 
two b&ttJes described by David Cusick and BIKkanake tn thetr acxounts ol the Seneca tr•· 
dition, but it appeais 10 O\'ttlook the battle at Eightttn Mile Crttk also dnc:ribed by Black· 
snili and Cusick. White suggested that the Fenton·Bamard Street and Hart slta att not 
as late as Houghton tuggested (White 19'12· 66) The ldenbty ol the Kahkwas u Neutralt 
daimed in the Handbook of Nort~ Am<natn /nd,.ns (Whotr 19'81· ~. 19781>: 412) IJ 
deriwd from Whltt's identihcation ol the Fenton·B.tmard Street N~tr&I site within the oty 
limits ol present-day Buffalo as Bemou'• KA"'1<ulgoge U!entlally this klt11t!hcation flema 
&om Whitr's judgmen~I conclU!lon that the KMDwn aptoon on the Bernau mllps and 
the Fenton-Banwd Street sltr att collocated Significantly~ IJ m the ... me atta, within 
the city limits ol South Bu/falo and not 11'.r distant from the Fenton·Bamard Strt«t lltr an 
Erie sitr, the Eaton 51te, (Engelbtttht pert comm.) which on the ~ ol the ~mou.I 
Franquelin/Coronelli m.1ps, and the distorted con~uratlon cl the Lab Erie 1hort'l1N! they 
depict, an also be claimed with rtasonable credibUJty IO be collocated with Kakcuagpgo 
White does not explain why she disclrded the Eaton tile as the location ol Kakcuogog.t 
in f<IVOr ol the Fenton-8.tmard Strt«t N~tral site, although •he don indklltr thlJ M'l«tlon 
is '1ilcely but undemonMrable" (White 1972: 71). 
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White then proposed a location and identity for the Kakouagoga: "The 
southern row of Historic sites in Welland County, Ontario and Erie 
County, New York, [op. cit.) agrees well with the location of Kakouagoga 
if the Fenton-Barnard site is the latest in the group. Again it is not clear 
whether the group from Port Colborne through Fenton-Barnard Street 
is a single or a multiple village movement. But the Fenton-Barnard site 
may be Kakouagoga" (White 1972: 72, map). Elsewhere in her paper On 
Delineating, White enlarged upon this eastward movement of Neutral vil­
lages stating: "The site distribution would tend to suggest that this village 
[Fenton Barnard Street I Kakouagoga] moved from the west [on the north 
shore of Lake Erie in Welland County, Ontario) which would have been 
the territory of the Neutral League" (White 1972: 70-71). 

White's identification of Kakouagoga as the Fenton-Barnard Street site, 
which she concedes is "likely but undemonstrable;• led her to conclude, 
'1 favor the identification [of Kakouagoga and the Fenton-Barnard Street 
site] in present-day Buffalo as that of a tribe of the Neutral" (White 1972: 
71).35 White's collocation of the Fenton-Barnard Street site and Bernou's 
Kakouagoga caption resurrects, in part, Orsamus Turner's explanation 
that the Seneca had destroyed the Kahkwas on Buffalo Creek in present­
day Buffalo (Turner 1840: 30), and the Schenck and Rann (1887: 23-28) 
account of a Seneca/Kahkwa battle in the Buffalo Creek area as related 
by David Cusick. 

David Brose, in his introduction to the volume The Late Prehistory of 
the Lake Erie Drainage Basin (Brose 1976), summarized White's work in the 
Niagara Frontier, drawing particular attention to the fact that "she con­
cluded after much ethnohistorical research, that in the Cattaraugus 
Creek area and Central Niagara Frontier region these villages [the Kleis 
site series] can be traced to two distinct groups of Erie in the 17th cen­
tury" (Brose 1976: 9). In her paper "Late Woodland Archaeology on the 
Niagara Frontier of New York and Ontario" in Brose's volume, The Late 
Prehistory of the Lake Erie Drainage Basin, White reiterated her hypothesis 
regarding the southward movement of two contemporary Erie villages 
on parallel routes from present-day Buffalo to the vicinity of Hamburg 
near Eighteen Mile Creek (White 1976: 121, 127, 129). She noted that both 
her northern tier of Neutral sites (St. Davids, Van Son, Kienuka and Cam-

35 White suggests that ''l\ttiragervega (Attiouandaronk), Ahond.ironons, Niagareg•. 
Antouaronons and Kakouagoga are the names for distinct subdivisions of the Neutral Con· 
federacy. The ethnohistorical evidence suggests they were coexistent" (White 1972: 71). The 
presence of Neutral villages east of the Niagara River is noted in the J<suil &/ation for 
1640-41, which relates how the three or four villages "beyond the River range from east 
to west toward the Nation of the Cat or Erieehronons" (Thwaites /R 21: 117), which suggests 
a southward orientation. Neverthe.less, it would be prudent to note how in that Rtlation 
the author describes the less than precise manner in which the Neutral Nation had been 
defined by the French: ·~ all I believe that those who formerly ascribed such an extent 
to this [Neutral) Nation and consigned to it so many tribes, understood by the term Neutral 
Nation all the other Nations which are South and Southwest of our Hu.rons which indeed 
are verr numerous, but in the beginning having been only confusedly k.nown, were com· 
prised almost under one and the same name" (Thwaites /R 21: 191). 
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bria) and her southern tier of Neutral sites (Point Abino, Sherkston, Port 
Colbome, Hart and Fenton-Barnard Street) •: .. show obvious differ­
ences between the Neutral group and the Eastern Erie south of Buffalo 
[the Kleis site series] from whom they were also geographically separate" 
(White 1976: 132). As a result White concluded: 'The evidence is limited 
and the sites have been destroyed. Nevertheless, these speculations [italics 
mine) gain support from the parallel situation to the north [the move­
ment of paired Seneca villages) and from historic events at that time. 
These Neutral sites may belong to three Neutral tribes, from north to 
south, the Ahondironons, Niagara Neutral and Kahkwas (White 1my· 
(White 1976: 134). White has dearly identibed the l<ahkwas as Neutrals 
as a result of having collocated Bemou's Kakouagoga caption and the 
Fenton-Barnard Street site, and as a result of having aligned the Fenton­
Bamard Street site in Buffalo with three Neutral sites to the west in Ontario. 

Regrettably White's research ended prematurely with the posthu­
mous (Fenton 1976) publication of her two papers "Neutral and Wenro" 
and "Erie," in the Smithsonian Institution Hmulbook of North American 
b1dians, 'WJ/ume 15. In both these papers her references to the Kahkwas 
and her handling of the problems regarding their identity are uncharac­
te.ristically brief in the light of her earlier research. Undoubtedly this can 
not but be a reflection of her terminal ill-health at that time. In her dis­
cussion of the Neutral and Wenro White confirmed her still undemon­
strated conclusion that the Kakouagoga caption on the Bemou maps "is 
located in such a position that the Fenton-Barnard site in Buffalo is a 
likely, but undemonstrable, candidate," and she reiterated a list of the sev­
eral "subdivisions" of the Neutrals in the Niagara region, which included 
the Kakouagoga (White 1978a: 408-409). She took cognizance of Fenton's 
explanation that contemporary Seneca continued to speak of a people 
living to the west whom they called Kakgwa'ge'o-no' 36 and she introduced 
personal correspondence with Wallace L. Chaffe in which he interpreted 
Kahkwa?ke·ons? as 'people at the l<ahkwa place' (White 1978a: 411). 

In her "Erie" paper in the Handbook White explained that "the desig­
nati.ons Kakouagoga and l<ahkwas have been identibed as names of a vil­
lage and a group of Erie by some nineteenth-century writers (see JR 21: 
313 for a summary)" thereby making reference to J. G. Henderson's lette.r 
to Reuben Thwaites. But she put any association between the l<ahkwas 
and the Erie to rest with her conclusion, "These terms [Kakouagoga and 
l<ahkwas] have been discussed in the chapter on the Neutral (above] 
with whom these terms may be associated" (White 1978b: 412). White 
went on to note the variations of the Erie captions on the Sanson maps 
of 1650 and 1656 interpreting them to suggest that there was an Erie move­
ment southward from the Buffalo area to an unnamed creek on the 
eastern boundary of Erie territory, which she suggested could be either 

" William Fenton's full statement is: "The Senooi continually speak of a people for­
merly Uv!ng west al them calJed the /Wigwa'g.'o· no·, which refers to tho Wenro and loter 
the Erie" (Fenton 1940: 194). 
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Rush Creek or Eighteen Mile Creek. She explained how in her opinion 
the Bead Hill and Kleis sites, located near Eighteen Mile Creek, "prob­
ably represent a single tribe;' and the latest Erie in this region had 
"moved out of the area by 1640" (White 19?8b: 414). She does not raise 
the possibility that they might have been destroyed on Eighteen Mile 
Creek, as the Seneca tradition suggests. Whjte rejected the identibcation 
of the Neutrals as the 'Cat Nation', stating: "Schookraft's (1847) informa­
tion from the Seneca Ely Parker, repeated by Morgan (1851) [: 41 n. 337), 
that the Cats were Neutral has no support in seventeenth century histori­
cal sources" (White 1978b: 416). 

In 1984 William E. Engelbrecht published the results of his analysis of 
pottery samples from eight sites attributed to the Kleis series of Erie 
archaeological sites which White (1968: 39; 1971: 26) had identibed. 
Arranged in an early-to-late sequence, the western sjtes of these paired 
villages are the Buffarn Street, Eaton, Green Lake, Ellis, and Kleis sites 
with the Goodyear, Newton-Hopper, and Simmons sites representing 
the eastern members of these paired villages. Engelbrecht, used the 
Brainerd-Robinson "Coefficient of Agreement" technjque to establish a 
site sequence from his ceramic samples, which confirmed White's con­
clusion that the Kleis site (ca. 1640) was the latest village in this area. 
Engelbrecht also noted the presence of Seneca and Cayuga pottery in the 
Kleis site archaeological assemblage, suggesting that: "The two most 
likely explanations [for this pottery] are that Seneca (and perhaps 
Cayuga) lineages moved into the Niagara Frontier, or alternatively, that 
the Seneca and Cayuga \.YOmen individually married Niagara Frontier 
men and moved to the Niagara Frontier" (Engelbrecht 1984: 338). Engel­
brecht did not suggest a tribal affiliation for the Kleis site people who 
hosted this influx of Seneca and Cayuga women, nor did he raise the con­
nection between the Kleis site on Eighteen Mile Creek ca. 1640 and the 
Seneca tradition regarding the destruction of the Kahkwas at Eighteen 
Mile Creek at that time, approximately. 

Eleazer Hunt's summary of Whlte's contributi.on to the archaeology of 
the Niagara Frontier mentions her work regarding the movement of 
paired Erie villages southward from present-day Buffalo to Eighteen Mile 
Creek \.Yithout raising the question of a Kahkwas involvement (Hunt 
1986: 139). Engelbrecht's forthcoming paper The C11/t11ra/ Context of the 
Ripley Site returns to the Iroquoian sites on the Niagara Frontier and at 
the foot of Lake Erie. Succinctly he summarizes White's identification of 
the paired Erie archaeological village sites that moved southward from 
present-day Buffalo to the Eighteen Mile Creek area and goes on to iden­
tify the Buffam and Eaton sites within the city limits of present-day 
Buffalo as the northernmost sites in the western component of this pair 
and the Green Lake, Ellis, and Kleis sites as the southernmost. The Good­
year, Newton-Hopper, Simmons, and Bead Hill sites are confirmed as 
the eastern villages of this pair. Engelbrecht couples Gendron's account, 
which relates how the Erie were forced to move inland in 1644-45 (Kirby 
1980), with White's conclusion that the southward movement of paired 
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Erie villages from Buffalo to Eighteen Mile Creek ended abruptly with 
the Kleis and Bead Hill sites, as evidence on which to premise his con­
clusion that "it is possible that it [this evidence) reflects the defeat and 
dispersal of the Erie between A.O. 1654 and 1656" (Engelbrecht n.d.: 25, 
32). In a forthcoming New York State Museum Bulletin William Engel­
brecht and Lynne Sullivan re-examine and ~nfrrm White's hypothesis 
regarding the phased movement of two Erie villages southward from the 
present-day Buffalo area to Eighteen Mile Creek. They al.so re-affirm 
White's conclusion that the Kie.is and Bead Hill sites in the area of Eigh­
teen Mile Creek are the latest sites in these sequence (Engelbrecht and 
Sullivan n.d.). Neither of these works addresses the problem of Kahkwa 
identifications in this area. 

DISCUSSION 

There can be Little doubt that the information that enabled Bernou to 
place the Kakouagoga caption on the east shore of Lake Erie originated 
'vith La Salle, probably as a result of his, or members of his expeditions~ 
having been in contact with the Seneca or Cayuga. But it remains unce.r­
tain whether this information was obtained during his visit to the Seneca 
in the summer of 1669 or later when his second expedition spent months 
in the Niagara region in 1679-80. It is also possible that La Salle had 
learned of the Kakouagoga from the Iroquois before he set out from his 
seigneury on Montreal Island in 1679 to fmd a route to China. Possibly 
Galinee learned of them when he wintered on the Grand River in 
1669-70, although neither Ga.Linee's account of this voyage nor his map 
Carte du lac Ontario (Gentilcore and Head 1984: 18) mention the Kakwas. 
A comparison of the circumstances that prevailed in 1669, when Galinee 
remarked upon the poor communications between the French and the 
Senecas, with those of 1679-80, when La Salle was able to negotiate com­
prehensively with the Seneca, would suggest that the latter encounter 
was the more Likely source. There also remains the possibility that Nika, 
La Salle's Shawnee friend who would have been familiar with the region 
south of Lake Erie, may have informed him of the Natives in that region, 
including the Kahkwas. 

Apart from a brief reference their destruction by the Iroquois in the 
Jesuit Relations (op. cit.), there are no primary sources of information 
regarding the Kahkwas. Nevertheless, later colonial-era documents that 
refer to the Kahkwas at arm's-length in this context provide valuable cor­
roborative evidence regarding the location of the Kahkwas homeland on 
Eighteen Mile Creek. Nineteenth-century evidence is dominated by 
accounts of the Seneca tradition, recounted by several Seneca and Tus­
carora sources, that describes a war in which the Seneca destroyed the 
Kahkwas on Eighteen Mile Creek. The works of earlier scholars-Morgan 
(1851), Marshall (1865), and Beauchamp (1889, 1892) in the nineteenth 
century and Houghton (1909, 1920), Beauchamp (1922), Silve.r (1923), 
and Fenton (1940) in the twentieth century-are useful but inconclusive 
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in this context. More recently linguists Roy Wright and John Steckley, 
working with synonyms derived from the Jesuit lists of tribes and 
Conrad Heidenreich's recently discovered map Novvel/e Fmnce (ca. 1646) 
have rekindled interest in the Native groups in the Niagara region in the 
seventeenth century. Nevertheless, current scholars still remain divided 
regarding the identification of the Kahkwas. 

Marian White's investigations continue to dominate our perceptions 
of the archaeology of the Niagara Frontier; particularly her demonstra· 
lion how over the period 1540-1640 a pair of Erie villages moved south­
ward from present-day Buffalo to their destruction on Eighteen Mile 
Creek as the Seneca tradition relates. It is interesting to contemplate what 
White's conclusions might have been had she introduced this Seneca tra· 
dition into her research in this context. 

At the outset the possibility was mentioned that at least some of the 
several groups (tribes?) attributed to the Niagara region by seventeenth· 
century chroniclers and cartographers may reflect a synonymy or an 
equivalency, rather than an unusual concentration of discrete Iroquoian 
people in this small area. The evidence presented here has not by itseU 
reconciled this problem. However, in conjunction with recent sugges­
tions regarding a Massawomeck I Antouhonoron synonymy (Pendergast 
1991) working hypotheses can be proffered to serve until additional evi· 
dence becomes available to demonstrate better explanations. Premised, 
in part, on the veracity of Champlain's account of the Antohonorons 
having moved their villages fJ.fty leagues from the Lake of the Entouhon· 
orons (Lake Ontario) prior to 1632; and Edward Fleet's visit to the Mas· 
sawomecks' villages at the headwaters of the Potomac or Monongahela 
rivers in 1632 (Pendergast 1991: 59-68); one option would be to suggest 
that these were not the Kahkwas who had remained in the Niagara Fron­
tier region on White's paired sites south of modem Buffalo until they 
were destroyed at the Kleis site on Eighteen Mile Creek ca. 1640. If on 
the other hand, the destruction of the Kleis site people took place as little 
as eight years earlier than White suggests; i.e., ca. 1632; the movement 
of the Antouhonorons I Massawomecks from the east of the Niagara 
region may reflect the defeat of the Kahkwa Erie at the Kleis site and their 
subsequent flight into the hinterland regions south of Lake Erie. 

Alternatively, Kahkwas may be a synonym for Akhrakvaetonon. They 
have been associated linguistically (Steckley 1985: 13) and both groups 
have been located in the same region at the same time; the Akhrakvae­
tonon by the Bourdon (?) map of ca. 1646 and the Kahkwas, as has 
been recounted above in the context of several disciplines. On the other 
hand the Akhrakvaetonon, who were located in the Niagara region by 
Bourdon (?) approximately when the Kahkwas village at the Kleis site 
was destroyed, has been equated with the Kahkwas both linguistically 
(Steckley 1985: 13) and by the Seneca tradition. As a result the Akhrak· 
vaetonon I Kahkwas synonymy, by whatever spelling, continues to be a 
credible option. 

The location of the Andaste in the Niagara region at the foot of Lake 
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Erie raised by Bernou on his maps (Fig. 2), does not accord well with cur­
rent othodoxy. It also puts into question again the veracity of a Schhento­
arronon I Akhrakvaetonon I Carantouan I Conestoga I Andaste synonymy 
(Pendergast 1991: 61).:!7 Schenck and Rann alone appear to have taken 
cognizance of these notes regarding the Andaste on the Bemou maps,38 
observing that "two strong tribes or nations known as the Errieronons 
or the Erie or Cat Nation and the Andestiquerons or Kahquah" were 
located on the south shore of Lake Erie (Schenck and Rann 1887: 17). 
Bemou's note also raises again the signibcance of the Seneca's having 
informed Schoolcraft ca. 1846 that there were, or had been, Andastes 
known as Kahkwas in the Buffalo Creek area (Schoolcraft 1853(3): 
290-91). Possibly archaeological investigations that can, for this purpose, 
put aside current perceptions regarding an Andaste I Susquehannock syn­
onymy to test the signibcance of Bemou's and Schoolcraft's information. 

Apart from the location of the legend "Nation du Loup" adjacent to 
the Kakouagoga caption on the Coronelli 1688 map, Partie Occidentale 

"' J.N .B. Hewitt noted how in the Jesuit Rtlalion for 1640 Akhmkwtronon appeared in 
this text in the place of Sahenlollrrhonons, an Iroquoian people who lived on the North 
branch of the Susquehanna River near present-day Wllkes·BarTe, Pennsylvania. Presum· 
ably he believed them to be synonymous (Hewitt 1907: 658). Bruce Triggt>r quoted the }tsuit 
RtliJtions [Thwaites JR 18; 233-35; '9: 105, 111) to propose the same synonymy a.nd went 
on to suggest that Sahentaotrltonons and Andaslt may have been subsumed under the gen· 
era! name S11sq11ehonnoc:k (Trigger 1976: 97, ?92). Charles Hanna identi&ed A/~11 as 
a synonym for the Corontouan (Hanna 19111: 34), possibly as a result of Francis Pukman's 
having equated the Carantouan and Erie with the At111kwoerono11 (Parkman 1867: lxvl n.2). 
Pranc:is )ennin&' noted Hanna's synonymy and explained that Akhmhuatrorwn (sic) was a 
rare name of uncertain significance, which had variously been identified as: "J. an alte.r· 
native for the Susquehannock, 2. a constituent of the Susquehannock, and, 3. a separate 
and distinct nation:' Jennings noted that the Akhrakwotronon were mentioned in the Jtsuit 
RtliJtion for 1640 [Thwaites JR 18: 283-84) and later remarked upon in the Relation for 1652 
[Thwaites JR 17: 105). Cogently )ennin&' concluded that these accounts were ambiguous, 
leaving the impression that the author was uncertain whether it was the Atnrku.ieronons 
or the Andastotronons who had been attacked by the Iroquois. )ennin&' suggested that in 
real.ity the l1!Xt was intended to indicate "that they were the same people" Oennings 1978: 
361). Vk will return to Jenningts option later. Jennings also suggested tllat the KAU,u•mg.. 
haga mentioned in a Maryland treaty in 1661 were members of the Susquehannock, and 
he speculated that possibly they were the Akhl'llkvaeronon. 

ll The 8ernou map (ca . 1680) numbered "14,80" (Trigger 1976: 798; White 19?8a: 406) 
and the Corlt D'llnt Crondt A1rlit Du Canadil, a nineteenth-century composite of the Bemou 
maps made by Pierre Margry, copies of which are in the Quebec Seminary and the National 
A!dlives of Canada (Heidenreich 1980: 48), include the foUowing legend adjacent to the 
east shore of Lake Erie south of the caption Kakou•goga near present-day Buffalo: 'The land 
around this lake and the western end of Lake Frontenac (Ontario) are infested with Can-
1astogeronons [Andaste( which keeps the Iroquois away:• White erroneously translated this 
text in part to indicate that the Andaste "are different from the Iroquois" (White 1961: 41). 
On the same maps at the headwaters of a stream that parallels the south and east shores 
ol Lake Erie, probably the Allegheny River, there appears the note: " The Candastogero­
nons (Andaste) enemies of the Iroquois hunt here." This information was expanded upon 
by Coronelli on his 1688 map Alrl~ (kddmlale du C.nadJJ ou dt lo Nouorll< FnJna where the 
foUowing legend COY(!IS a large area south of Lake Erie: "La Nation d'Anclastogheronons, 
qu.I estoit aux environs du Lac Erie, a este destruite depuis quelques annees par les Anglo.is, 
a. la Solicitation des Iroquois:' White erroneously attnootes this information to Coronelli's 
"Marly Globe" (1693) (White 1961: 47) whereas in met Coronelli's globe gores of 1688, 1693. 
1695, and 1699 do not have a legend regarding the Andaste (Coronelli 1698; Nolan 1699; 
Kauhnan 1989: map 13). 
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(Fig. 4), there is no evidence to support the suggestion that the Kah­
kwas were the wolf clan of the Erie. Indeed, on four of Coronelli's maps 
(Figs. 5, 6, 7, 8) the caption Kakouagoga is encompassed by a legend that 
would suggest they were a component of the Five Nation Iroquois. On 
the other hand the Del1sle manuscript map (Fig. 10) locates Kakouagoga 
well south of the Iroquois. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Sparse and uneven as this accumulation of evidence from several dis­
ciplines may be, it can assist us better to understand what took place 
during the relatively unknown period that preceded the destruction of 
this still obscure Iroquoian people. The theme of this reconstruction, 
which perforce will be brief, is premised on the fact that individually and 
in concert the evidence in several categories- the seventeenth-century 
cartographic evidence, the eighteenth-century colonial documentation, 

This location for the And.aste near Lake Erie contrasts sharply with the location ex­
plained in the }tsuit RE/olian for 1647-48: "Beyond the Neutral Nation a little toward the east 
we go to New Swede.n where the Andastoeronons dwell who are allies of the Hurons" 
(Thwaites /R 33: 63). Possibly each correctly describes the limits of the Andaste territory, 
one being the location of theit hunting territory near lake Erie, the other farther east and 
closer to New Sweden being the location of their principal villages. As with the location 
of the Kakouagoga, la Salle is the most likely source of the information which placed the 
Andaste at the foot of Lake Erie (vide note 4). Gallino!e makes no reference to the Andaste 
in his text (Coyne 1903: 21-39) nor are they shown on his map of 1670 (Cummings et al. 
1974: pl. 23). 

In summary several pieces of evid<'l\Ce-the notes on the Bemou map, the Atrakwaerononl 
Akhrakvaeronon equivalence (Steckley 1985: 12), and the AkhrakvaerononlSchentoarrhonons 
equivalence (Hewitt 190'7: 658; Trigger 1976: 97, 792); coupled with Schoolcraft's recitation 
of a Seneca account related to him ca. 1840 that placed the Andaste between Buffalo Creek 
and the headwaters of the Allegheny River (Schoolcraft 1853 (3): 290-91) - collectively sup­
port a conclusion that the Andaste were located at the east end of Lake Erie. 

This interpretation casts the REiation for 1652 in a wholly different light. It states: "the 
Iroquois, having gone during the winter in full force ag;iinst the Alrokwaero1wn or A11d4sh>­
tro1wns had the worst of it" (Thwaites fR :51: 105). Heretofore this text has been interpreted 
to indicate how in April 1652 the Jesuits were uncertain as to which of these tribes (?) had 
been attacked over the winter of 1651-52 (Steckley 1985: 15). Current orthodoxy would have 
this uncertainty dispelled by the Jesuit account in May 1652, which stated as follows that 
it was the Atrakwae who were involved: "The capture of Atnikwae by the Iroquois Nations, 
to the number of a thousand. They carried off 5 or 6 hundred, chiefly men" (Thwaites JR 
:51: 111). It is suggested that the Jesuit account which related how the "Atnikwae1V11on or 
Andostotronon" had been attacked by the Iroquois, should be interpreted as Jenni.ngs has 
suggested (1978: 367), and seen to be a statement intended to equate these two names, not 
to indicate uncertainty as to which had been attacked. This interpretation would not preju­
dice the integrity of the Jesuit statement made latl'r in May 1652 which states that it was 
Alrokuoie, the place where the 1\11"ktmt101w11 lived, that had been attacked. 

An archaeological assessment can expand upon this hypothesis. If the Andaste were 
a component of the Susquehannock- or in other words, if Akhnikwaeronon (Kahkwas) was 
a synonym for Sdiat11t011rrho11on-diagnostic aichaeological assemblages might be expected 
to be present in the Niagara region which would conbrm this relationship. However, at 
present there is no aichaeological evidence extant in the Niagara region that approximates 
the quite distinct archaeological assemblages that characterize the Susquehannock (Mac­
Neish 1952: SS; Kent 1984). As a result there is, at present, no an:haeological evidence that 
would place the Andasle or the Susquehannock in the Niagara region. This does not negate 
the suggestion that Akra.kwaeronon and Kahkwa may be synonymous. 
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the Seneca tradition related in the nineteenth century by the Seneca, 
Onondaga, and the Tuscarora, and current scholarship in linguistics and 
archaeology-consistently indicate that the I<ahkwas were a component 
of the Erie confederacy located on Eighteen Mile Creek, where they were 
destroyed by the Seneca ca. 1640. 

White's archaeological data place eastern elements of the Erie confed­
eracy immediately south of present-day Buffalo, New York ca. 1550, with 
some certainty. There they were located on the southern Bank and adja­
cent to eastern elements of the Neutral confederacy, which had extended 
its territory east of the Niagara River as is evidenced, for example, by the 
Hart and Fenton-Barnard Neutral sites located where Buffalo now 
stands. The northernmost of the Eries adjacent to these Neutral villages 
were the paired I<ahkwas villages commencing with Buffam Street ca. 
1540-60 and Newton-Hopper ca. 1550-70. White's archaeological data 
demonstrate how this pair of villages subsequently moved southward on 
parallel axes until ca. 1640, '"hen the terminal site in the sequence, the 
Kleis site, was located near Eighteen Mile Creek. Both colonial land-title 
documentation and the Seneca tradition recounted by Senecas and Tus­
caroras locate the principal village of the I<ahkwas on Eighteen Mile 
Creek at the time of their destruction by the Seneca. 

The reasons for this Kahkwas southward withdrawal remain uncer­
tain. It could reflect a need to move away from an aggressively expan­
sionist Neutral element who were, or could be, hostile to the I<ahkwas. 
Alternatively, as White has suggested (White 1971: 31), this movement 
southward may have been intended to extricate the I<ahkwas from a vul­
nerable location between Neutral and Seneca elements engaged in a war 
that ultimately would force the Neutrals to withdraw westward from 
their locations east of the Niagara River and their eastern neighbors the 
Wenro to abandon their homeland. The credibility of the latter option 
would be enhanced if it could be demonstrated that during this period 
when Seneca hostility with the Neutrals and Wenro prevailed, Seneca 
relations with the Kahkwas remained sufficiently harmonious to permit 
the I<ahkwas to move southward from the area of modem Buffalo 
without intervention by the Seneca. This is in fact the relationship 
described by the Seneca tradition in which the I<ahkwas were twice able 
to press negotiations with impunity to convince the reluctant Seneca to 
accept the I<ahkwas challenge to a ball game and two wrestling matches, 
albeit under rules that were fatal to the I<ahkwas. As the Seneca tradition 
explains somewhat self-servingly, it was the Kahkwas, who, having lost 
all the competitions, treacherously attacked the Seneca, and started the 
war that destroyed the I<ahkwas and eventually led to the destruction of 
the Erie confederacy. It is signiftcant that it was White's use of her archae­
ological data to identify the Kleis site on Eighteen Mile Creek as the last 
in a series of Erie villages in this area, that provided the independent cor­
roboration necessary to confirm the Seneca tradition on three counts: the 
destruction of the I<ahkwas; the site where this took place; and the 
approximate date (ca. 1640.) 
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Regrettably, the evidence available at present is not sufficient to dem­
onstrate the nature of the relationship that prevailed between the 
Kahkwas and the Erie. Several scholars, including Schoolcraft (1846: 
287), Ketchum (1864 (1): 3), Morgan (1870: 152), Beauchamp (1892: 69) 
and Noble (1984: 3, 22), have suggested that the eastern territory of the 
Eries and their still unidentified allies [my emphasis) was adjacent to the 
element of the Neutrals in. the area immediately east of the Niagara River. 
We are left to ponder whether the Massawomeck, Antouhonoron, and 
Akhrakvaeton are in fact synonyms for the I<ahk\vas, or whether they 
were at one time other components of the Erie confederacy. Possibly they 
were distinct non-Erie groups somehow allied with the Eries. 
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APPENDIX A 

A CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING OF IDENTITIES ACCORDED THE KAHKWAS 

1. N£UTRALS 
Schoolcraft 1846: 213-14; 

1853(3): 29; 1854 (4): 197. 2Cf/ 
Buffalo Commercial AdVl!rtiser, 

March 1846 
Morgan 1851: 466, map 
Marshall 1865: 6 n.2, 35, 44; 

1881: 6 n. 41, 35, 44; 1887: 
278, 318 

Schenck and Rann 1887: V 
Bryant 1890: 10-11 
Harris 1896: 223-34; 1901: 29 

(Daillons "Ongiahara.s") 
Howland 1903: 98 
Hewitt 19Cf/: 430-32 
Miller 1909: 15 
Parker 1919: 42; 1926: 146 
Houghton 1920: 41 
Skinner 1932: 30, 45 
White 1958: 5, 46-48; lm: 

70-71; 1976: 134; 1978a: 
408-409, 411; 1978b: 412 

Steckley 1990: 21 
Henderson n.d. 

2. ERIES 
Schoolcraft 1846: 164; 1847: 176; 

1852 (2): 344; 1853 (3): 290; 
1854(4): 200-202, 232 

Cusick 1848: 27 
Turner1849: 92-93 
Morgan 1851: 41-42, 466; 1868: 

227 
Ketchum 1864(1): 3 
Gale 1867: '57. 52 
Ruttenber 1872: 52 
Schmitz 1878: 360 
Beauchamp 1889; 1892: 89-90 
Parkman 1867: xliv n.3 
Houghton 1909: 304 
Hodge 1912: 1068 
He\vitt 1913: 147 
Silver 1923: 6 
Wright, G. K. 1963: 4 
Wright, R. 1974: 65 
Deardorff n.d. 

3. NEUTRAJ.fERJE 
Morgan 1870: 152 (bands of the 

same nation) 
Beauchamp 1893: 19- 20 
Noble 1984: 3, 22 
Henderson n.d. 

4. ANDASTI! (CAJv.NTOUAN? SUSQU£-
HANNOCK?) 

Schoolcraft 1853(3): 290-91 
Schenck and Rann 1887: 17 
Hanna 1911 
Trigger 1976: 97. 792 
Jenning:s 1978: 362, 367 
Steckley 1990: 21 

5. ERJ£fWENRO 
Fenton 1940: 194 

6. NEUTRAUERJEIWENRO 
White 1967: 26-27 

7. NEUTRAiiERJEfWENRO/ SENECA 
Houghton 1909: 303-304 
White l978a: 409 

8. SENECA COMPONENT 
Morgan 1868: 227 

9. HURON 
Ruttenber 1872: 52 

10. ALLIED TO THE NEUTRAL, POSSIBLY 
TO THE Em, BUT NOT A COMPO­
NENT OF THE NEUTRAL 

Noble 1984: 3, 22 

11. ALLIED TO THE ERi£, BUT NOT A 
COMPONENT OF TH£ ERIE 

Schoolcraft 1846: 164, V6-79, 
w 

Ketchum 1864 (1): 7-15 
Hewitt 1913: 146 
Beauchamp 1922: 141-42 
Snyderman 1948: 47 

U. 5QUAWKEHOWS, "AN ALIEN TRIBE 
AFFILIATED WITH THE ERIE/ NEUTRAL 
AND LATER INCORPORATED INTO THE 
SENECA"; IN REALITY REMNANTS OP 
THE Fox LIVING AMONG THE 
SENECA 

Cusick 1848 
Schoolcraft 1846: W; 1847: 

w 
Beauchamp 1892: 69 (Derived 

from Cusick) 
Ketchum 1864 (1): 3 

13. 5QAWKIHOWS, A REMNANT OF THE 
l<AHKWAS 

Cusick 1848 
Marshall 1887: 404 
Beauchamp 1922: 233 (Derived 

from Cusick) 
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