| Discovering the
| Trails of
Chautaugua County



Welcome to your healthier, better life!

Since 2005, Wegmans has partnered with town

and city recreation programs and park conservancy
groups to encourage folks to take advantage of their
community's town and county trails. It's part of

our commitment to helping our customers enjoy a
healthier, better life through great food and healthy
activity. Your FREE Wegmans Hit The Trail Passport
will make getting active even more fun.

Your Wegmans Passport details the locations, terrain,
and duration of various trails in your area. You're sure
to find trails that match your interest and activity
level. So, browse your passport, grab a buddy, and hit
the trail for a healthier, better life!

Here's how it works:

* Hit the trail with your passport.

* Rub trail markers to record your visits right in your
passport.

* Drop off completed passports at The Chautauqua
County Health Department for a chance to
WIN prizes!

Happy trails to you from your local Wegmans!



Chautauqua County is pleased to collaborate with Wegmans in
promoting healthy lifestyles by encouraging residents and visitors to ‘hit
the trail’ and enjoy the great outdoors.

Whether you hike, bike, cross-country ski or snowshoe, you'll enjoy the
miles of beautiful terrain. Grab your friends and family and experience
the natural beauty of Chautauqua County!

Instructions:

Look for trail markers like the one on the inside back cover of this
booklet. They are mounted on posts on each trail. (Exact markers
may vary.)

Use a pencil or crayon to rub the trail name on the corresponding
page of your passport.

Complete 10 of the 22 trails listed in this passport and then turn the
passport in to The Chautauqua County Health Department for a
chance to WIN a $250 Wegmans gift card! One gift card awarded
annually for this Chautauqua County challenge!

Scan for Instructional Video:

Trails included in this challenge:

» Earl Cardot Eastside Overland Trail
» Fred J. Cusimano Westside Overland Trail
» Chautauqua Rails To Trails

Questions?

» Chautauqua Overland Trails website www.hikechautauqua.com;
email: parks@chqggov.com

» Chautauqua Rails to Trails website www.chaurtt.org;
email: cr2t@chaurtt.org

» Chautauqua County Health Department website:
www.HealthyCHQ.com email: CCHealth@chggov.com
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Chautauqua Rails to Trails (CR2T) is a nonprofit corporation whose reason for existence is to acquire,
develop and maintain multipurpose recreational trails for public use on or near abandoned railroad rights
of way. CR2T provides safe, attractive trails for non-motorized trail users. The trails wind through
wetlands, pine forests, hardwood forests, pastures and vineyards. Observing and learning about nature,
about the history of the area, and getting healthy physical exercise is what trail users can expect.

Chautauqua County is blessed with beautiful unused rail corridors winding through picturesque
countryside and villages. In an era preceding paved roads and mechanically reliable cars and trucks,
railroads were essential for transportation and for moving agricultural and manufactured goods and
supplies through rural areas. In recent decades, railroads have abandoned most of their lines serving rural
areas. CR2T is preserving these abandoned rail corridors for conversion into safe off-road trails for
recreational use: walking, running, hiking, bicycling, cross country skiing, bird watching (over 170 species
identified) and horseback riding. These trails provide public access through scenic woodlands, wetlands
and flowering meadows, offering trail users opportunities to observe the plants, animals and birds found
in areas otherwise remote from highways and roads. The trails are available for outdoor recreational
activities and environmental study for the public at large and for group outings sponsored by schools,
scouts, churches and service organizations.

https://chaurtt.or;
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“You’re off to great places, today is your day. Your
mountain is waiting, so get on your way.” Dr. Seuss
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(0.9 miles)
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(1.3 miles)
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BROCTON AREA TRAILS
The Alison Wells Ney Trail (9.8 miles)

Alison loved nature. As a child, when the family was hiking, she was always the first to spot a
newborn fawn well hidden in the crook of a tree root. She would have loved the peaceful trail
that we picked with animals, as well as beautiful birds (including warblers), often seen. The
view of the lake on parts of this trail is also something she would have loved. The Alison Wells
Ney trail and others in the Rails to Trails System put aside lovely lands for public use, for all to
enjoy, and this is something Alison would have been very happy about. She is missed every day.

Begins at Bliss Road and gently descends the Lake Erie Escarpment,
running north to Prospect Road and ultimately to Thayer Road, offering
views of Lake Erie. Parking is available at Prospect Road/Prospect
Station, Wolebon Rd, and Thayer Road.

The trail crosses Prospect, Finley,
Woleben, Thayer, and Colt
Roads and comes to a stop at
Ellicott Road. After crossing Colt
Road, travel about 0.7 miles,
then follow the signs that point
you down an old driveway to
Ellicott Road. Take a right onto Ellicott Road, travel one mile, almost to
Route 380, then take a left onto the Brocton Area Recreational Trail.

A Hit the Trail Passport marker with a raised emblem is located 0.2
miles south of Fish Road, on the Christmas Eve Hike post, at the site of
the train crash at Prospect Station.

“In all things of nature there is something of
the marvelous.” aistote
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The Brocton Area Recreational Trail (1.5 miles)

A New York State Healthy Heart grant and a grant from NYS Senator Pat McGee allowed for the
development and subsequent paving of a half mile of this trail. The trail offers residents a
beautiful shady area to recreate.

Passes through the Village of Brocton on Ellicott Road, crosses Webster
and Highland Roads, and ends at Route 20, offering views of local
vineyards. The segment from Highland to School Street (behind the
Brocton High School) is paved, and is part of the Alison
Wells Ney Trail. Parking is available at Ellicott Road, Highland
Road, and the Brocton School.

A Hit the Trail Passport marker with a raised emblem is located 0.2
miles west of Highland Avenue, on the bench by the vineyard.

“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a
single step.” et
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Carroll Area Nature Trail (2.0 miles)

Since the early ‘90s, Chautauqua Rails to Trails has owned
the two-mile railbed strip of property that runs from
Riverside Road (near the Audubon Community Nature
Center) to the area behind 129 North Main Street (Lobb’s
Auto Service Center in the heart of Frewsburg). The decision
to launch into an effort to make the old rail bed in this
southeast corner of Chautauqua County into a viable
recreational trail began in 2018 and came to fruition on
October 29, 2022. The grand opening ceremony was held at
11 A.M. on that Saturday.

In the three years preceding, Jim Fincher laid the
groundwork for the 2022 completion by slogging through
the challenges of grant-writing, and by fulfilling the
painstaking requirements of the Department of
Environmental ~Conservation, including its Historic

Preservation Department. He was aided by Chautauqua Rails to Trails vice president, John
McCune. It was board member Thom Wright who volunteered his services of overseeing the
physical conversion from railbed to recreational trail. This involved overcoming the
challenges of flooding from beaver dams, culverts in need of repair, fallen trees, discarded
tires, and very rough terrain. A contractor was hired who ditched, placed drainpipes, and
smoothed the old railroad bed. We also replaced the deck on the bridge over Frew Creek.
With the COVID-19 pandemic slowing things down, we at last received the permit from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to go ahead with the project. A contractor was hired to add
gravel to an old farm road running through the wetland.

Many, but not all, of the finishing touches are underway for the “CAN” Trail: signs, parking
spaces, benches, tire removal, and mowing are significant challenges that remain. As with
other imperfect places on the Chautauqua Rails to Trails network, it is a work-in-progress,
and we look forward to teaming with the supportive citizens of the Town of Carroll in
maintaining and improving the trail.

"We don't inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our
children." --Native American proverb
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3. Check the weather.

Leading up to your hike, and again a few hom's before, check the weather. This will give you
valuable information on how to dress and what to pack. I fthe weather is forecast. to be
awful, it will give you the chance to change plans instead of get.ting surprised on the trail.

4. Tell someone where you will be.

It's important that someone not on the hike knows the itinerary and what time to worry and
call for help. Note I didn't say, "when you expect to he done.”" The "worry time" may be
several hours later than your planned finish to allow for slow hiking, amazing views, or
perhaps a sore ankle causing a delay.

Another option is to carry au emergency device such as the SPOT tracker, which allows you
to emergency assistance by satellite. One caveat, devices like the SPOT are not an

excuse lo shirk responsibility for your own personal safety - they arc a backup.
5. Pack the 10 essentials.

The 10 essentials have gradually shifted from a list of items to a list of systems. These are the
systems you should pack to stay safe in the outdoors, including facing a potential overnight.
Depending on the length and remoteness of your hike, expand or minimize each system.

Twn_Esscntia.l Sy<tems
Navigation (map & compass)

Suu protection (sunglasses &
sunscreen)

Insulation (extra clothing)

Hlumination
(headlamp/flashlight)

First-aid supplies

Ffre (waterproof
matches/fighter/candle)

Repair kit and tools

Nutrition (extra food)

Hydration (extra water)

Emergency shelter (tent/plastic tube tent/garbage bag)

This list may look daunting, but once you tailor it to your hike, it won't be so bad. Many of
these things arc what you'd pack for a picnic.
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Here's how to record trail visits in

your Wegmans Hit the Trail Passport!

* Look for trail markers like the one illustrated below. They are
mounted on posts on each trail. (Exact markers may vary.)

= Use a pencil or crayon to rub the trail name on the
corresponding page of your passport.

* When you complete the designated numbers of trails, turn in
your passport to The Chautauqua County Health Department
for a chance to WIN prizes! (Complete details are on page 1.)

This passport belongs to:

Name

Address

1048770CG 11/19

Phone/email




This Passport: Revised August 1, 2023 EAM #237859

Helping create

healthier, better
neighborhoods
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