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Minutes 
Planning & Economic Development Committee  
July 15, 2026, 6:00 pm, Legislative Chambers  

Livestreamed on YouTube 
Gerace Office Building, Mayville, NY 

Members Present: Harmon, Penhollow, Johnson, Merritt 
 
Members Absent: DeJoy 
 
Others: Chagnon, Lee, Swan, Geise, Wurster, Zafuto, McCoy, Nick, Sharp, Pacos 

 
Complete video of meeting can be viewed on YouTube 

 

Chairman Harmon called the meeting to order at (6:14 p.m.)  

Approval of Minutes (06/17/26) 

MOVED by Legislator Penhollow, SECONDED by Legislator Merritt to approve the 
minutes 

 
Unanimously Carried 

  
Privilege of the Floor 
 
 No one chose to speak.  
  

 
Local Law Intro 9-26 – A Local Law Opting Out of RPTL Section 487 Tax Exemptions for 
                                      Certain Equipment and Energy Systems 
 
Discussion Item Only- Action taken at full Legislative Meeting 
 
Resolution 184-26 – Declaring Job Creation the Number One Economic Development Goal 
                                  (Referred to Planning & Economic Development Committee during the 
                                  June 2026 Legislature meeting.)—Presented by Rebecca Wurster, 
                                  Planning Coordinator for the Department of Planning and Development 
                                  and Mark Geise, Deputy County Executive for Economic Development 
 
  MOVED by Legislator Merritt, SECONDED by Legislator Penhollow to Amend by 
Substitution – Unanimously Carried to Amend (Amended version shown below)  
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Unanimously Carried as Amended 
 
 



Planning & Economic Development Minutes 07/15/26 

Page 3 of 2 

 

 

Proposed Resolution – Requesting AFPB to Remove Parcel from Agricultural District 10 
                                     —Presented by Lauren Sharp, Senior Planner with the Department of 
                                    Planning & Development 
 
Unanimously Carried 
 
Proposed Resolution – Government Reduction Initiative Assistance for Town of Pomfret for 
                                     North Chautauqua County Re-Organization Plan—Presented by Lauren 
                                     Sharp, Senior Planner with the Department of Planning & Development 
                                     and Dan Pacos, Town of Pomfret Supervisor 
 
Carried, with Legislator Johnson Voting “NO” 
 
Proposed Resolution – Authorizing Application Submittal for 2026 Community Development 
                                     Block Grant Funding through the New York State Office of 
                                     Community Renewal—Presented Stephanie Nick, Special Projects 
                                     Coordinator with the Department of Planning & Economic Development 
 
Unanimously Carried 
 
Proposed Resolution – Approve Dunkirk Lighthouse and Veterans Park Museum Non 
                                     Pointsource Grant Application—Presented by Dave McCoy, Chautauqua 
                                     County Watershed Coordinator 
 
Unanimously Carried 
 
Proposed Resolution – Approve Bemus Creek Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 
                                     Implementation Grant Application—Presented by Dave McCoy, 
                                     Chautauqua County Watershed Coordinator 
 
Unanimously Carried 
 

 
MOVED by Legislator Johnson, SECONDED by Legislator Merritt to adjourn. 

Unanimously Carried (7:31 p.m.) 
 
Respectfully submitted and transcribed, 
Olivia L. Lee, Clerk of the Legislature/Amanda Guillory, Senior Stenographer 


