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FORESTVILLE BAPTIST CGHURGH
1817-1907

The pioneers of Chuutaugqua Conuty, coming as they
did from the sstablished communities of New Eagland
and eastern New York, brought with them a strong smise
of the value of chureh and school in developing the
home. They were generally yonng men of sturdy, ener-
getic  character, bringing wife, little childven, and all
their carthly goods in one cumbrous wagon, makiag of-
ten their own roads through the forest and clearing thse
ground for their little eabins. 'The very nature of their
stimgeles hrought a keen sense of the needs of sonl as
well &s bady.

Among them the traveling preacher always fouad a
hearty weleome., Quiekly the news of his arrival was
spread, and in a few hours the scattered settlors from
miles arovnd had gathered in a barn, 2 school house, or in
a field around a stump pulpit, to hear the ringing words
of a Baptist Missionary, or a Methodist cirenit-rider
presching with startling caroestness and vigor of the
soul’s imminent danger and its need for immedinte sal-
vation. “‘“The text and the sermon were pondered and
diseussed for weeks,” said a woman who remembered
those piopecr days, ‘‘not to criticise but to practice.”’
When a large andienes conld not be waited for, the mis-
sionary willingly preached to a single family.

Among the varly preschers who thus feft their im-
press on our own part of the connty, was the Rev,
Jonathan Wilson, an officient Baptist missionary from
Vermont, whoe ministered to many little bands in the
ety and often supplied the churches at Forestville
and Nashville.

Anuther was the Rev. Joy Handy, who beeame iu
1231 the first pastor of the Baptist church at Fredonia,
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then Pomfret, which had been organized in 1808. Mr.
Handy was pastor at Fredemia for eleven years, during
whick time he made many trips on horsebaek to neigh-
huring settlements, helping to organize new churches and
prescbing lo groups of sebtiers here and there. He was
egpecially ¢ifted, one histerian tells uns, in building np,
in organzing, in getting members of the chureh to work
and in feeping them at work. The late Rev. Chalon
Burgess of Silver Creck said of him: “There was cne
man 1 remember whose pleasaut, cheerful Jook made his
presepee anywheve o perpetual benediction.  Hig eon-
fnel was so irreproachable that it wsed to be sadd of him
{1t was as good as a sermen to see the Rev. Joy Han-
dy walk the strects of Fredonia.”

Fredonta Baptist chureh led the way in 1808 witk
nine membe To 1309, Bev. “Billy” Brown is said
to have organized s Methodist chureb in Shevidan, a
Congregational church also, was established in Sheridan
ihe sume verr by the Rev. John Spencer, one of the most
nateworthy of early Chaviauquaa missionaries. In 1818,
Me. Spencier organized the Presbyierian chureh in Fredo-
ria. Tn 1811 at Nashville, the First Baptist chareh of
Hanover, cansisting of eleven members, was organized by
the Rav. Joy Handy. It is believed that a class of seven
members formed in 1812 by Benjamin Paddeck was the
beginning of the Methodist Episcopal chiveh in Fora
ville, then ealled Walnud Creek.  Another M. E. chureh
was established in Villenova in 1812,

Many of the settlers in and about Forestvilfe wers of
Baptist belief.  On the 15th dey of Nevewber, 15817
twenty-nine varpest men and women met at the house of
fro. James Bennett for the avowed purpoese of “uniting
in churelh fellowship.” In a brief history of the Forest-
ville Baptist ebureh, printed in 1872, 1 find the following
aceount and moembership list talen from the carly ree-
ords: )

“Nov, 18, 1817, the Baptist Brethren of Huoover
maob & Bre. James Bennett's for the purpose of uniting
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in chureb fellowship, valled the Second Baptist ehureh of
Hunover.  Chose Bro. Samuel S. Burdick moderator,
James Bennett, clerk. Voted that we wnite in ehurch
covenant. They then proceeded to the adoption of a
Confession of Faith, (thurch Articles and Chureb Coven-
ant and voted to have a eovennnt meeting on the Sat-
urday preceding the first Sundry in esch month. Twen-
ty-nine are said to have signed the covenant and articles,
thus pledging to each other mutual support and eneour-
agement in the preeions vanse.”

Thirty names appear upon the reeord: Christopher
MeManus, Prudenee MeManns, Clement Strang. Abigail
Strang, Asher Cooley, Polley Uooley, Samuel 8. Burdiek,
Dorstha Burdick, Martin B, Tubbs, Laura Tubbs, Betsey
Waterhonse, Anna Helbrook, -Abigail Snow, Danial
Farnham, William Heaton, Loans Russell, James Ben-
nett, Hannah Ellis, Tabatha Alden, Joseph Devine, Lucin-
da Pieree, Samson Trask, Lurena Morrison, Hannah Dan-
ey, Lowana Griswold, Barbara Lewis. Elijah Devine, Na-
than Mixer, Rhoda Mixer and Elnathan Bllis

Again from the record: ‘‘Agreeabls to appointment
and request from a°number of brethren at Walnut Creek
who had united in Church Covenant and Articles, breth-
ren from different chnrebes met in couneil at the school
tonse in Walnut Creek on Saturday,the13th of December,
1817, at 10 o’clock a. m.”  Delegates from the First
Church of Hanover snd from the church iz Pomfret
were present. Rev. Joy Handy wasg chosen moder-
ator, and the couneil, “after due deliberation,”’ unan-
umously agreed to give them the right hand of fellow-
ship as a sister church. The first deacons were Bro.
James Benueit and Bro. Martin B. Tubbs, elected Jan.
3rd, 1818, by ballot.

No ministerial talent was available for the litile
chureh in the forest. The majority of the settlers were
struggling bravely to.feed their families and pay for the
acres of virgin seil they had pmrehased from the Hol-
land Land Company. A few seattered houses, perhaps
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two or three saw-mills, a grist-mill. a black-smith shop, a
sehool honse, and probably a store, comprised the settle-
ment in 1817. Accordingly, when Bro. Samuel Burdick
offered to minister to their spiritual needs, the church
granted him a letter, allowing him “to improve his
talent in eshortation,” and appointed a committee i
raise by subseription his year’s salary of $52.. Breth-
ren Mixer, Trask, Stranyg, Heaton and Ellis formed the
committes.

Other talent was developing in the chureh. On April
10, 1820, Bro. James Bennett, a faithful and efficient
worker from the begimning, was ordained at the brick
house in Walnut Creek. For the first year his salary
wag fifty dollars. Later, this sum proving difficudt to
raise. he agresd to preuch for such donations as the
members could give.  On this financial basis he was
pastor for nine years and six months.  From 1836 to
1839, he was pastor of the church at Nashville. He is
deseribed as ‘2 steady, hard-working farmer who preach-
ed every Sunday. He was a slim man with dark hair
and dark prey eyes, bright, intelligent. mild; a very
wood lovking preacher and a handsome farmer; quick
to look into diffienlties in the church and to
correci,  them; very plain  in  exposing in-
jquity, but in a friendly way; was truly a peacemaker
in the cowmmunity; made no great spread in preaching.
made fow gestures with his hands, but kept his bedy in
constant motion; visited much, especially the sick; lived
and died on the same farm that he bought in 1817 near
Forestville.”

The hrethren scemed to walk together in unity until
a difference of opinion arose in 1831, causing a large
number to withdraw to form a separate body. History
records that “many good honest Christian people went
with each branch and after nearly three years of sep
aration, the two bodies eame together, forgetting their
past differences and forgiving all supposed grievances.
On the 4th day of Pebruary, 1834, the twa brancher were
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united under the name of the Forestville Baptist Charch,
recognizing the members received by each body during
the separation.”

The first meetings of the early church were held in
the brick schoolhouse on the west side of Peax] street,
hut the desire for 4 permanent home led to the erection of
a Bartist chureh-building in 1825, Young's History of
Chamtanqua County tells us that Benjamin Eastwood do-
pated the lot on which the Baptist ehurch now stands.
The Holland Liand Company gave them fifty acres of
“(nspel land,” the proceeds of which aided greatly in
erecting a house of worship. We are told that Nathan
Mixer took the most important part in its erection, rais-
ing funds and contributing out ofhis own means, and was
in that as in all other things a pillar of the church. The
dedieation oceurred, probably, in 1825,

This first home of the church was a large frame
strneture with high galleries on three sides of its one
large room, reached by flights of staire near the two en-
trances. In a part of the gallery was stationed the
choir which, in the later years, was accompanied by a
brass hand. When repairs were made in the early fif-
ties the galleries were taken down and the height of
the rnom reduced by raising the floor several feet, thus
providing for a basement room where ehurch suppers
were sorved, and other gatherings were held. A high
pulpit served to exalt the preacher and his theme. The
attempts to heat the house by two stoves in the front of
the hasement with long pipes coming up through
the floor and extending the entire length of the
sudience room were not very satisfactory, though douln-
less an improvement on the days of foot-
stoves and freezing. We are told that the room wus
partially wurmed, never beated, and always smoked, and
in wany ways so uncomfortable that one young sister,
on learing of the burning of the chureh, clapped her
hands and creid, ‘‘Good, good!”  With pale face and
amazed look one of the sorrowing deacons exelaimed,
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“Why, child, are you erazy?’® “No,"” she said, “bnt
now they will build another and a better one.”” And
50 they did.

Another story is told of this deacon who had been
much exervised comwerning certain eohwebs festooning
the high eceiling of the old church, After the fire, he
was met by the 1emar1\ “Well DE‘(IL()Y‘ yvour cobwebs
nre afl swept down.’ .

The destruetion of the chureh huilding came at 2
most tnopportune time.  Serviees were held on Sunday,
Sept. 4th, 1859 On Monday morning the building was
in aghes. On Tuesday of that same week the associa-
tion of Baptist churehes was to meet with the Forest-
ville brethren. There was consternation. The women
ceased their preparations for entertsinment, ‘It is of

no use to bake,” they said. Bui the wile of Denvon,

(Giles was practical; she censed not her baking and
boiling.  “‘The people will coma,’” she said, “and they
wmnst bz fed—~the touch of nature which makes the
whole world kin

There was 8 way out of the diffieuliy.  The goad
Methodist brethren over the way opened their hearts
and their house in the hour of need znd the assoeiation
comvened in the Methodist ehureh.

The Baptist brethren were prompi.  Arrangements
were made for the use of Sexton’s Hall for the reg-
ular meetings, und at the first covenani after the fire,
Oct. 8, 1859, it was voted o build a good, substuntial
briels meeting-house on the site of the old one. By later
provisions this was to be thirty-cight feet wide and six-
ty feet long, surmounted by a belfry, and all to be fin-
ished iv & good substanfial manner. The building com-
mittee consisted of Jonathanu Pattyson. F. Hyatt, Jehn
Mixer, Urish Downer, R. Johnson, A, & Giles and J. H
MeEwen. The construction was intrusted to A, W. Hull
who seon after built for the Methodists the bricl: build-
ing they now ceenpy.

The gathering of funds for the new ehurch which
cost about 34,000 was no easy task, the earhier build-
ing not having been iasured. Al united in ecarnsst
efforts. Can you think what it meant to them? What it
woild meun to us today? Through their sacrifiees and
Iahors, aided by the generous contributions of Johathun
Pattyson, the new huilding was erectel, Mr. Pattyson
contributing, we are told, in time, money and waterials
fally onethird of the cost. The bricks were made «n the
Fattyson farm, two miles from this viYlage.

The work of huilding and of raisire funds wus car-
ried on during the pastorate of the R2s. Emcison Mills,
to whora great credit is given. The building was dedi-
eated Feb, 13, 1861, the pastor taking as h's text, *Ye
shall reverence my sanctnary.” (Lev. 26:2.) Soon af-
ter, he preached upon the text, ‘‘The latter glory of thy
house is greater than the former,” (Hag. 2:9.)

Soon after the bouse was completed, the belfry was
equipped with the large bell which still sends out its
ringing notes of invitation.

In 18 during the second pastorate of the Rev.
neTSOn \‘hds the present parsonrge was built. In

11885, while the Rev. A. 8. Thompson was pastor, & fur-

nace was sapplied in the church. This was due to the
efforts of the Ladies’ Aid Society for which they re-
seived, aceording to the records, a “voie of unquali-
fied thanks.”

The church building was enlarged by the addition
of a leeture room and otherwise much improved in 1890,
A baptistery wag added to the equipment of the church
in the same year. We remember gratefully the personal
interest and enthusiastic efforts of the pastor, Rev. J. H.
Miller, in this work. The introduction of water and na-
tural gas in recent years had added greatly to comfort
and convenienee.

Church interssts have been advanced both apmtm\l
i¥ and materially by the various organizations connpected
with it. The Sanday School has always been an active
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agency in developivg the ehurch. I cannot loarn the
date of its beginniog, only the question attributed to a
small boy, whe if living now would be eighty-nine vears
old, “Mammy,” he said, “shall T take my spulling
book?" L now reports 170 members, an average at-

fendanee of 90, and expense during the year 1906-07 of
& amply provided for by its regular eollections

Christisn Kondeavor Society, formed in 1890,
while Mr. Miller was pastor, reports 60 members on ity
list. Waekly meetings are held. Thie v has re.
vently ralsed about $120, with whieh they are deeor-
ating and relurnishing the leeture room.

The earliost roeord now available of the special
work of the women of the church appears in the
minutes of the eighieenth snpiversury of the Chautau-
gua  Baptist Assoriation meeting at Delanti o Sep-
tember, 1841, The treasurer's report shows that the
Forestville Female Soeciety eontributed to the *‘Conven.
ton' $5.51 in cash and $7.82 tn geods.  In 1843, the
Forestville  Female Society is reported as giving in
goods $6.50 to Foreign Missions and $19.22 to the Con-
vention, the latter evidently standing for Tome Mis-
sions. Traditien telis of 2 votice given from the pul-
pit By a pastor in the sixiies: *“The Woman’s Female
Sewing Society will meet on Wednesday of this woek,”'
Probably from the latter society has evelved our pres-
ent efficient Ladies’ Aid Soeiety.  Throughout the his-
tory of the church, while the men have not been remiss
in their duty, the women have been very important fae-
tors in promoting eomiort and prosperity. So evident
did this appear in the veport given to the Associalion
when last it met in Foresteille, that the moderator was
moved to remark: I trust the brethven wil heed
the words of Paul: ‘Help those women? ™

It is to & woman also that the chureh is indebted
for its first endowment. By the will of Mrs. Louisa
Trask, her love for her chureh, so evident in her life,
was made s permanent aid to its welfare. As the result
10
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of her hequest thare pame into the hands of the trustees
i1 1899, the sum of $925 to be used by Forestville Baptist
chureh as loug as it exists as a soeiety. Mrs. Trask also
feft $100 to Home Missions and $100 to Foreign Mis-
siens. .

The Women's Baplist Foreign Missionary Society
was formed in 1872, the Rev. Emerson Mills being pas-
tor. Dr. B B Chivers of Buffalo assisted in its organi-
zation.  This society has had on its roll ten life mem-
bers, each represecting a contribution of twenty-Bve
dollars to forcign mission weork.

The Home Mission Society, orgavized in 1889, in Mr.
Miiler’s pastorate, is now united with the Poreign So-
eiety. A present membership of thirty is reported.
$13.96 was contributed during the past year for Foreign
Missions, $62.44 in money and goods for Home Mis-
sions.

The report sent by the church to the Chautaugua
Buptist Associntion for the year 1906-7, shows a mem-
hership of 177, & property value of 10,000, $1,200 for
running expensss, $200 for improvements, $85.07 for
Sunday School expenses, $1396 for Foreign Missions,
$52.44 for Home Missions, $25.70 for State Missions, mak-
ing & total of $102.10 for wissionary work.

In 1818, the chureh was received iunte an associa-
tion, then e¢alled. T understand,the Tolland Purchase Bap-
tigt Conference. Linter it beeame a part of the Chavtauqua
Baptist Association, organized in 1823. In the year 1847,
ten dhurches of Chantangua and Cattaraugus eounties,
including the Forestville chursh, organized the Conne-
wango Baptist Association. In 1848, the Chantaugus
county churches were formed into the Frie Association
and the Harmony Asseclntion. the Forestville church be-
g included in the former. In 1874, the name of the
Erie Association was changed to Chantauina Baptist As-
sociation and in 1880 at Poipt Chantaugnun the two bodies
were united in the present Chaulaurgua Baptist Associa-
tion.




The lst of pastors for ninsty ye includes the
names of thirty-three  ministers,  besides  Lieensed
laymen who sapplied the pulpit at times. It ealls 10
mind earnest consecrated men of God working with
an earnest conscerated peaple. We may pu'}m“s remll
2 wax and wane of strevuous nﬁurt an ehh ¢
of enthmsiasm, but never eompl
stormy winds disturbed, the g ship al-
ways ecamwe back o equiliben th he]m steady and
enng trae, agire of her &':Rptélil'i and her port.

\\'h‘a::

On"New. 15, 1392 the ehureh eelebrated the seven-
ty-fifth asoniversary of its organization by an alb-day
meeting,  Interesting and full of inspirstion were the
addresses by former pastors, the letters of greeling from
absent members and the rey sponses to roll-call by one hun-
dred forty-twa members. Of former pastars there were
with us, Rev. W, P, Decker, Rev, A, Wait and Rev, AL
13, Bush.

From Jamestown, New York, Mr. Bush, pastor heve
m I881.2, sends groeting today to sur pastor and church:

“It would give me great pleasure to attend and take
part in the anniversary ewercises of the chureh bnt 1
am prevented by phy sical nfivmitics

“Flease aceept for yourself and the ehnreh .xw hear-
ty cangratwlations on the h.mpy oecasion. T have the
church and its mewmbers in my heart and sh&ﬂ not
cense to pray for their peses and prosperity.  Mony
of the members of the ehureh as I koes 1t especially
of {he deacons and other officers wed ihe most active
workers have been taken to be with Christ

“The Lord gathers in his ransomed ones as a kind
of first fruits of his harvest as they are made mest
to be partakers of the inberitance of the saints in light.
But Lhc churel lives and its work goss on.  God is in
the midst of her. He will gather others to him and
viul in his honse of prayer and “the
ith the Lord of hosts in thaf day w
Jewels” Oh, may we all be awoung th

12

will maks them j

shall be mine
T make up my

to be with him and to be like him and to sce him as he
s
Yours, A D. BUSH.

Jamestown, N. Y., Nov. 13, 1407

As we gather to celebrate this ninetieth anniversary
we are espeeially interested o those who kpew the early
days and ways.  Of the carly members now eonnceted
with this ehurch, Mrs. Eliza Johuson Pattison, baptized
in 1838, has the Jongest membership, nesrly seventy
years, [From her bome west of this village she
sends the following letier:

“Nry, Bliza Pattison sends grectings to the Baptist
church of which she has been a wmewmber for seventy
She s pa‘st eighty-five years old. She was bap-

it Creek near the MaManus shop by Rev,
] pastor of the chnreh. Brother and Sis-
tor William (ranston were haptized on the same day. A
gootl many young people united at that time-—& number
of brothé Mixer's family,

*‘She hag seen a good many changes in church af-
fairs—the burning of the old f:hurch and the bunilding
and furnishing of the new one. Tt came to them as a
great burden as they were left without any means to go
on with, All put forth in wnited good will, trosting in
their Heavenly Father for help, aud all thmgs worked
together for their good. Wishing all 2 happy day on
this 90th birthday, and asking that she may not be for-
gotien in their prayers, sbe still looks to God for help
1 all tirees.”’

Among former members of early days, Albert Mixer,
haptized in 1839, sends a letter of greeting from his
home in Rochester, where he has had an henored, nseful
career as professor of Modern Languages in Rochester

mee\wr le‘(er writes:

“Thanks for your kind invitation to give & greefing
on her 80th birthday, to the dear old home chureh, still
sitting there nnder the hill in Forvestville. T was stariled
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by the figures; I, sixty-eight years in the kingdom, and
how little done! 1 am comforted by the apostle’s in-
junetion to “forget the things bebind.”” And yet, it is
well for us, sometimes, to remember. We wmay gather
iessons from past experience.

1 remember that my father, next to the care of the
Bome and family, was most especially interested in the
church and sckoolHe would have both provided and
expected his children to love and faithfully attend both.

“One of the clearest pictures which comes to me
from the childhood’s duys. is the brick sdhoolhouse,
standing Just dewn the little slope, on the road foward
vour house and mine. It wag my first college; crowded
o the door, with more than a hundred boys and girls.
Many comical scenes did I witness there, and some al-
most tragie, as they scemed to me. A younger brother
of mine was trying to master the alphaber. Tis mother
asked him one day if be had got all hix letters? “No.”
~ he said, “‘bot, oh, wmother! Mr. Radiford {the teacher)
knows themn all.”?

 Another institution in which my father was espec-
ially interested was the church. How distinetly I see,
even now, the stately and noble stracture, with its broad
gallevies on three sides; and altogether a seating capa-
eity, I should suy, four times that of the present strnet-
ure in its place. Here was the school, to which I own
yub raere ipdebtedness than to the bedlam of the old
brick sehool-bouse. How far we are, even in our day,

from righily estimating the edneativnal power of the
churehi! 1 do not mean merely religiously hut since our
officiating clergymen are now and were then, gouerally
educated men, they have great power in promoiing the
fiterary culture of the young,
I vwns always loyal te our church in Ferestvilie.
1 considered it my ehureh, jast as truly before I became
a member, as afterward, when 1 was truly 5o, I remember
well, when one evening—in  the midst of
revival serviees your wunele, Dr. John Denison, same to
the seat where my brother John and I were, and invited
us to go forward for prayers. We did so, and it is from
. that occasion that I date the beginging of the new life.
W wers baptized, amidst snow and iee in the race just
14

above the upper mill, a locality scareely to be identitied
now, as I suppose.

1 have always found great pleasure in reealling the
old home church in Forsstville as it appesred to me
when a boy. And it seems to me now, even, that I have
rarely seen such men as Deacons Washburn, Willonghby
and Fuoller; and later, such as youwr grandfathers—
Downer and Dennison. When I compare them with the
church deacons of today, I am forced to say: '‘There
were gisnts m those days”’

““There were also sainted women in the church, one
of whom greatly impressed me—Mother Converse. [
used o seat myself, if possible, so that I could see her.
faee when she prayed. It was then angelic.

0 though oft depressed and lonely,
All my fears are laid aside;
If T but remember only
Such as these have lived and died.”
Faithfully yours,
A. H MIXER.
Rochester, N, Y., Nov. 14, 1907,

Henry Downer, baptized in 1843, is connected with
‘the Kaptist Chureh Strawberry Point, Iowa, with ways
and faith that recall his father, Deacon Downer, He
writes of his baptism:

““The haptistery wags s hole cut in the iee just south
of the npper mill.  As it appears to me now, the ice was
about a foot in thickoess. The choir stood on the ice
with warm wraps on, as near to the candidates as they
dared to get, and sang with great animation.

‘Jesus reigns and Heaven rejoices.’

They began, however. with the first verse,

‘Hark, ten thousand harps and voices’

The preacher was Elder Richmond. as he was called,
a tall man full of nervous energy. For some years I
was the only young member in the church. The older
wmembers—you can find all of their names in the eeme-
tery there-—used to wonder what would become of the
chureh when they were gone.”’
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The ranks weve filled and the hearts of the broth-
ren comforied throngh the work of the Rev. Nathan
Wood who was with the chureh from 1849 to 1852, Mr.
Wood was one of the earliest pastors recalled by the
slder memwbers of today. The following letter from bis
. Nathan B, Wood, I D, of Newton Theologion)
5 pim as he s wall remembered iu his

1 am not ab

) 7 oyou very many faels e n-

ing my sther and mother. My father preached in the
state of Wiseousin about thi yoars after leaviny
ville,  Phese < W in the I‘iﬁ:.‘f}l‘zl',f-(;
' two churches. - e was greatly honored and beloved
over o wide lerritery. No apan could have had move
sinenre admiration than he by a moliitude of people.
e was the trusted adviser wnd counselor of people
far and near. FHe died Oct. 5th, 1888, in the 80th year of
his age. My mother, after bis death, came to lve with
me in New York vity avd afterward in Bosten, and pass-
o away May 6th, 1906, in the 85th year of her age.

T was hera in 1949 in Forestville in the parsonage

juh you write me has heen vepaired and put in good
order. 1 visited the bouse of my hkirth wheu 1 was
theve, althongh i3 was sadly broken and out of repair.
1 abways feel o kinglly remewmbeanee for the chureh and
town of Forestville hecansa it wes there that 1 spen
the first four vears of wmy life, and espeeially becansc
vy beloved and hovored father was minisfer there. 1
bave often said, and bave no reason o change my
mind now. that he was the godliest man and ows of
the uoblest wmen whom T have ever knvwn, 1 have
thasked ©od many timax for sueh a parent

wh

ST grust the chureh in Forestville is vigovous and
prospering.  Give my warpest remembrances o any per-
son whe may chanee to remember the lLiftle siranger
who was born in the parsonage in 1348,

Believs e, most stnerrely vours,

NATHAN B WOOD.”

Newton (entre, Mass, Nov. 15, 7
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A number bapiized by Rev. Nathan Wood are
row members of other Baptist churches. Mrs. Elizabeth
Trowner Denaison, baptized in 1852, is the only one of
Mr. Wood's converts now a rasmber of this church.
Miss Olive Hurlhers, whose death oceurred lasit year, was
bapiized on the same day, Mr Horaee Burgess, de-
ceaged in 1908, had united with this chureb sixiy-seven
years previous, Mrs. Phoebe Knapp joined in 1857, now
fifty years x membar. Mrs, Hester Sngw Boss and Mrs.
Mary Giles Downer united in 1858, now lacking but a few
mouths of filty years membership,

One lengs to malke personal meation of many mem-
bers of recent vears whose fajthful work s well known
to us. We will only go baek s generation or so and
reeall 2 group of deacons.  Deacon Nathanisl Yopper, al-
wavs so loyal to the eanse that he attended church and
eovenant mertings long after he was too deal to bear
any part of these services. Memories served him in
hig worship and be always declared his enjoyment of the
privilege.  Deacon Urigh Dowaer, sober and steady,
whose earnest plea was characteristie: “ Drethren, ot
we dwell together in unity, asd let everything be done
Aeeently and iw order’’; Deascou Fdgar Kunpp, with
awesi, Kindly face, trme mirror of his natare and his
love of the chureh; Deacon Franklin Trask, deeply de-
vated to the interests of the church and always ab his
post; of Deacon A, 8. (iles, personally best known and
romewmbered  hy  the  writer, one  thinks instinet-
of his sirong belief in  immortality and
hs  intemse  longing  for  the  growth and
devejopment of an active future life, He fully expecied
infinite opportunity for the expansion of menial and
spirttual powers. I was as real to him as the present
existence. I can see him now, as with shining eyes and
quivering lips, he strugeled to make known to us the
foreiaste of heaven in his soul. With this group we
sesoaiate Father and Moiber Bartoo, as they were called,
Gistor Charloite MeEwen and Brother Hazen House, with
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aI of whom chureh interests and duties were p,mmu vm

These were men and women of strong faith and dev
tian, of vital religion, whose iutense intersst and h‘@ uf
thé ehiireh, as manifested in the vovenant meeting g8 es-
peeially, had o lusting jnfluence upon the vounger mew-
bers,

here were many others, tried and +r ue, strong men
dntly warmen.  Could we name them all, or meas-
urs their influense upon our hives?  The or omm munher
know now the laveor life be voud.  They endared hard-
ship and saerifice that the church might be maindained
and trae religion—the Life of God in the soul of man.—
he tanght and manifested. May we who have suoceed.
ed to thelr tabors, prove worthy of our heritage, trae to
tust, mien and wotmen who value right relations to
I men above all other needs of life.
Forestville, New Yok, Novemher 18, 1907

PASTORS, 18171007

1817, Dee. 13 o 1818, Qot. 15-
ary, $62

1819, \prxi 9, to 1828, Oct. 2-dn

Nov 1.) to 1830, ¥eh. 1

1830, Feb. 13, to 1831, March
OnBeS.

1831, March 2, (o 1833, Auwust 3P & Richards, $30
and par S8, e,

1833 Angust 3, to 1834 April 5. Johnathan Wilson,

1834, Augast 17, to 1835, Feh, 12—Eldor Baker,

1835, May 16 tv 1836, D 2—Elder Bvdney Jones.

84, Dee. io 1838, ¥eh, 2. Taaae L Brown, 300, par-

‘wmls"!’
1549, Feb. 3, to 1840, March 25~Edward Covill, €300
]\4(1 April 4, to 1541, April &~ Zena Covill anil Flder En-
HE, SR plmd

1841, April 4, to 184¢

1843, April 22. :

1545, May 17,
£500.

Semmet S Burdiek, Sal-

1- 4—‘\‘1]\:1}"11 h\ 'ilii’:‘:hg:;i

April &—ﬁioel Johnson, $300.
Aprit H-—J. L. Rivhmend, $300.
Angust 27-J. M. Purvington,

18
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1848, Sept. 30, to 1853, April 1--N. Wood, $300.

1853, July 9, to 1854, April 1—Otis Wing.

15 \[dy 6, to 1835, April 1-—Chas. T‘m'ret‘,

r\ugu\. 5, to 1857, March 25--William Luke, $400,
and parsonage.

1857, July 4, to 183549 Mareh 5—H. (‘ Fuller, $400, par-
sonage.

1559, ’Lprill to 1860, Sepi. 1—~W1Hmm Look, $400, par-
sonage and donstions.

1860, Sept. 1, to 1863, March 28—Emerson Mills, $600,
parsonase.

1863, April 1, to 1865, April 1—William Look, $600, par-
S()ﬂag(‘,_ .

1865, Mareh 6, to 1867, Nov. 80—Chavncey Wardner,
$600, parsonage.

1867, Dec. 4, 1o 1R6Y,

April 1-—Willinmn Look, $6800, sup-

ply.
1569, April 1 to 1872, April 18, N. Westeott, $800; par-

sopage. _ ,
1872, April 1 to 1876, August 1—Emerson Mills, 1200,
PArsenage:.

1876, Oct. 9, to 1878, Oet. 7-—F. B. Hutchins.

15879, Jan. 1, to 1881, Jan. 1-~W. P. Decker, $600, par-
qnungﬂ C ummnn

1881, May 1 to 1882, Nov. 1--A. D. Bush, $800, parson
sonage, domation,

1883, Jan’ to 1883, Sept

, Oct. 1 to 1887, ¢

~A. 8. Thompson.
1-—4. Le Roy, $600, parsonage.

1888, Jan. 1 to 1859, Aug. 4--A. Watt WOU parsonage.

l‘<‘59 Nov. 1, to 1894, ’\im’ 31-—J. . \I Hler, $700, parson-
sge.

1864, July, 1o 1896, Dec. 10-H. N. Cornish, $500, parson-
P

v 31, ¢ 1898, Ang-C. D Hazelton, snpply snd

paster, $H00.

Dec. 11, to 1903, Jan. 1-—A. R. Spencer, $600, par-

OnaAge. -

1803, ‘vhw 1 oto 1807, Jan. 1--B. F. Gebring, $600 par-
somage, donation.

1907, July 1 ) —-F. W, Luxford, $700, par-

R en
SOLREH.
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